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The Dune Acres |
Histarical Commission |
was established inlaze
1288 by Town Board
President Del Wilkes
with Margaret Doyle,
lames Mewman and
the late Gertrude
Canklin a5 membxrs.
In the intervenng
decade, we have

We wanl o thank
'_ all those wha dug
threugh old albums
| and boxes aof old
photos, or who went
through their files e
find letters and
documents for their

archives., Thanks are
due, Log, to these wha

Lhrough tha - g
anthusiastic suppart of residents accumulated an
impressive archive of maretials preserving Dune Acres
. history. We have also taped interviews with a number
f residents (though not as many as we would have
likedh and, beginning in B0, have issued a serics of
ten 'Oceasional Papers, setting forth aspects of town
history

As the 7icth Annlversary of Dune Acres
appraached, it was suggested that we consolidate the
Dceasional Fapers inta & baok, That turpsd oul not
to e feasible. So much information had besn acguired
sincewe started-and =0 much hagl been kearmad about
QUr past that it seemed hest to start afresh. Actually,
not quite afresh, since the Occasional Papers provided
& skeleton account from which we warked, Gnly the
account of the great fire of 1949 and the section on
the Bailly Muclear Site have been incorparatec] withaout
change. The ather chapters will seem partly familiar
and partly new. ~ ;

From the beginning we have worked as a team on
all aur projects. We met frequently at Gertrude Conklin's
over a glass of sherry 1o decide whom to interview
next or what subject b pursue for an Gecasional Paper,
We are sorry that Gertrude did not live 1o see the
praduct of her labors. Since her death, we have
conlinued in the same spirt. im Mewman has been
responsible for the writing of both the Occasicnal
Fapers and the history, Margaret Doyle has done mast
of the interviewing and has also been responsible for
collecting photographs. But bath bave worked together
aneach part of the project. =

allowed themselves o
krnowkadge by personal
recolbections. We thank in particular, Barbara Mampin
whose wisdom abeut our namiral secting is included
in an Appendix and Dan lenking who accumulated the
list of roamn officials, Our gratinide also tothose who
read and improved the rough draft: Barbara Smith,
Mary Alice Mewman and Bobert Hartmann  Mast

especlally, we want to thank the Dune Acres Civie '

Improvement Foundation for underwriling the
pullication of this histary, and for other generous
support of the work of the Historical Commissian.

The [ing illustrations were done by the late Helen
Brcawm in the 19605 and 19705, She was an architect
by training and lived in retirement on Beach Drive with
her sister Louise and their friend Clga Au:',?ams_ She
made these sketches for frisnds from tima to dme.

We begin our story alittle before the Town was
founded with 2 bit of prehistory, and we close with
the rencvation of the Clubhause in 19591991 This is
maore or less 75 vears and lesves the next historlans
af Dune Acres with the [990's as a running start,

Wi hope this volume expresses the collective
mermary of Dune Acres and the affection that its

residents feel for it. We dedicate it to all those wha
will live here in the future and, we truss, presersathe

spirit of this unique community.
! D Acres Historical Commission
Jarines MNewman
Margaret Dagle
June, 1998
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:lutroduction

The Town of Dune Acres was established ino 1993
What was here hefore thal date? Were there any
seftlers? How: iF at all, wes the land used? What made
passinle the establishment of this kind of community
Sim 1935
: We should consider these questions briefly before
moving on ta the narrative history of the town, First,
wi need to place Mgy, h;
Dune Acres in its |
larger setting. Until
carly in the 20th
century a great
swamp ran from west
of Gary almost Lo
Mlchigan City,
|'I'I'a:<|l]£ C;CCESS L
Lake Michigan
difficull. Cowles Bog B8
and the marshes an
each side af the
present  Mineral
Springs Road were :
part of that great swarmp. [n the Dune Acres area, early
white seitlers establishad their farms on the solid
ground soith of the watlands. *But they came into
what we call Cowles Bog to cur marsh hay and across
it to the dunes fior firewaad and Iumber. An 1876
Flatbook seems o show & road aoross the bog where
Mineral Springs Road new runs, and an early 20th
century map shows a number of wagorn ails running
through the Dune Acres area, For decades, acoess Lo
the lakeshore and dunes was available only to inland
meighbyoring farmers and, of course, tothe Indians and
trappers and fur traders who came by lake
“The popular view of the dunelands at that fime
was no doult expressed by the editor of the Chesterton -
Tribune in a news story of lune 3, 1890, “without one
it of exagaeration, litis] the most godiarsaken place
In the State of Indiana..in the midst of sandhills,
swamnps and sloughs and is headauarters for malaria,
* sandburs and bullfrogs.” i
Butin the early 20th cantury, & new appreciation
af nature was spreading, and the Indiana Dunes came
to be tressured. The Fralile Clul: of Chicago plaved
the l=sding role in opening the [unes for recreational

wse,  In 1908, a group of sixteen organizations
sponsared a series of Saturday afterncon walks. The
wilks were Jald aut, each 1o be ked by a guide familiar
with the reglon to be viziled, One of the early walks
was In the ndlana Bunes with 338 men and women
participating. Qut of this activity grew the Praire Clul,

Incorporated in K11, the Cluk set up its lirst avernight

camg in the Dunes -
im [912 and
| thereafter brought

hundreds of hikers
aned campers: 1o the
lakeshore sach wear.
Mamy enthusiasts
fram Gary and local
communities as well
as from Chicape
built temperary
dwellings along the

shore, a base far |
summer (and.
SoHTeLimes, winger)
cutings. William and Flora Richardson built such a
shelrer in what is now Bune Acres in BI0. The land

belenged to a Chicago lawyer named Henry Leman. -
He had built a cabin an his land as early as 188 and
during and |l..q't afrer Warld War [ had granted leases
to eight such campers on his land. Al up and down
the shore from Miller to Michigan City were hundreds
of such unheated cabins, making use of the miles of
shoreling which had been despized not Iom.g befare,
All of this had been made possinle by (;cnstrucl,iun

Ic.‘-f e Chicags, South Shore and Scuth Bend Railread,

which began operating in 08 with frequent staps In
the Dunes, including one at Mineral Springs Boad,
Campers hiked in across the swamp from the train and
went by way of the wapon trails to their cabins.

Thus the Dune Acres site was not completely
unkngwm In 1923, For decades, neighboring farmers
had ceme in for marsh hay and wood, and mare
recently. lovers of the out of doors had camped in
makeshift dwellingz along the share.” Mow this pleasant
and, in retrospect, kdyllic use was o be replaced by
permanent settlement.




- Chapter 1

Founding the Town

The Town of Dune fores was
founded by an election held on
September 15, 1923, with nine
voters participating. The guestion
was: *Should the Town of Dune
Aeres be Incerparated?’; the woie
was 90 in favor, The vote had
b 52t in motion by Cune Acres,
Incorporaled, a company which
kad bBeen legally established some
six months before on Aprl 23, B2
" The election was hekd in the office
of the Corporation, and the soiers
were its cfficers and directors |plus
one wifel, The Town was from the
beginning & planned community
and not the outsrowth of &
previous settlement. And there existed from the
beginning te close relationship betasen the Town of
Dune Acres and Dune Acres, Incorporated.

Behind the Corporation was its unusual and
impressive president, William A Wirt, Superintendent
of the Gary Public Schocls: Wirt had shown unusual
enterriss and creativity in Grganizing the Gary scheals,
intreducing innovations in currgulum and inscheduling
the schaal day which had mads the "Gary System’
farnous throseghout the country, He was also, {unusual
far a professional educator, desply involved in the

- business world as president of the National Bank of

Armerica (in Gary), and a persistently hopeful falthaugh
unsuccessiul] real estate developer. Together with
Calanel Arthur Meltan, wha planned the City of Gary
from its inception (n 1906, and William B. Itiner,
architect of the Gary Public Schools, he had formed
a company, Industrial Town Planning and Organizer,
in 1920 with offices in the financial district of Chicaga,
Projects had besn pursued in Mexico and in Casper,
Whoming, but they had not worked cut. By March of
1521, the firm had a bank balance of only 510088 and
was moving (0 less expensive quarters In Chicago.
Bartin :.he sumines of that year, these men had turned
their attention o possible propertios &n the southern
shore of Lake Michigan. The lakeshore had only

recently bacome more feasible for
permanent development with the
canstruction of a fedesal highway
connecting Gary and Michigan
Cityand then koining LLS. Highway.
20 (the Linceln Highway) a littdé
furthersouth.  The new road was
1.5, Highway 12, better known b
its name "the Cunes Highway', -
since all maker reutes had names
in those days—-the Lincaln
Highwiay, the Atlantic, ¥ellowstons,
and Pacific Highway, the Dixle
Highway, Construction of the
Thanes |-|Ighway_was annauneed
in 1919 and complesed in 1923,

willtam Wirl

giving wasy access to what were to become the
Duneland communities-0gden Dunes, Dune Adres
and Beverly Shares. | 7 -

Willlarn Wire had a big break in early 1922, The
State of Indiana had plans for an extensie stale park
in the dunes, which inguded not only the present park
nut also ran west including the ares that is now Dune
Acres, In 1932, the planners of the state park decided
to cut back, eliminating the western section,” As Wirt
himeelf wrore in a-letler to the Gary Post-Tribune
{March 10, 1923, "As soon as [ learned that the Park
Asseciaton had decided to'abandon the eight mile
park plan and work for & three mile park instead, |
imenediately secured control of the west twa and kalf
mikes of the ariginal eightmile race”

This tract. which was to become Dune Acres, had
been owned by a Chicago Attorney, Henry W Leman,
ciree 1594, He had had a simple shelter on the property
sinee his purchase and in recent years had granted
cipht leases to other campars. [n December of 1922
he granned William Wirt & lease with an aptian o buy
on 5814 acres. Wit transferred the lease to Dune
Acres, Ineorparated an Juby 2, 1924, and the Corporation
al onee began Lo purchase the leased land, Wirt's
intention was Lo create an upscale suburban
community, as he remarked Lo the Post-Tribune,




© | comparable to Winnetka and Lake Farest, his madels
for the new development. ; :
This ambition seemed reasonahle In the theiving
and sxpanding Calumet region of the 1950s. by the
" 193Ps, Morthwes, Indiana had been transformed. Mo
 longer was it largely a vast wetland. The city of Gary
had been established by .S, Steel in 1904 on
swampland that hadl been drained, and Srandard il
of Indiana (now Amocol had its refinery and research
laboratonies in East Chicago. also the home of Inland
Steel, Hammaonsd had been a prosperous ity since
the [9th century. The region was prospercus, and the
. dunes offered & beautiful selting Tor families who
wished to llve away from the industrial noise and

pollution of the cites, The Seuth Shore Railraad and -

the Dunes Highway made sooess easy not anly for the
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Calumes Regmn bast From Chicaps a5 well, Bune deres,

" Incorporated had & great apportunity with its

undisturbed halding of great natural beauty and a
large market of urban dwellers who wished to live in

such a beautiful nateral setting.  Luckily for later

generations, these carly planners made the most of
iheir challenze. Celonel Melton was an axperienced
and sephisticated planner, and hg appreciatad the

rratural features he had to work with. He established

the pattern of the east end of the present town [and
establlzhed a moded for the future west end). preserving
dunes and blowouts, connected 5 oneanather by
roads winding up the hillsides and thirough the woods.

It was in this setting that the Town of Dunes Actes :

came into heﬁlig on September 15, K23,
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Chap

Getting

ter 11 _

Develapment of the town was,
in the-hands of Dune Acres.
]n-;;arpora[ed.- In additicn L Wil
and Colonel Melton, other
Incorporators were Harry Hall a
Realtor, € R Kuss, Treasurer of
the Matiomal Bank of America’inf
windch William Wirt was Presicent],
and-C. V. Ridgely, an attorney
often refierred to as Judae Ridaely

All were from Gary, Iitner the
architect had dropped aut,
although he later built 8 housein
-Dune Acres. H. B Smder, 5r.,
whom many resident assume [
hane bieen a founder since be later
plaved such 2 Tnéiur role in the Corporation and the
teown, came into e picture only & few years later,
taking aver leadership in both the Corperation and

'i‘fﬂ
j.

the town dluring the Depression and until his death in

1961, He was owner and publisher of the Gary Post
Tribune
Al of these founding fathers were young business
an professional men who had prospered in the rew
eityof Gary. Gary, a creation of LS. Steelin 1906, was
a new city in all respects. [s government, commercial
businesses, churches all came into being almast
simultanecusly in what had been 2 great wetland
marsh. The new city had offered unisual cpportunities
For ambitious men of entreprensurial sparit. Typical
.o them were William Wirt, wha set up the nationally
known schoaol systern, and Calonel Arthur Meltan,
wha had laid out the city on filled in wetlands. One
feels that the enersy. enthusiasmm, and freedom to plan
creatively of the Gary experience carried aver Lo the
development of Bune Acres. Certainly, Colonel Melton
_was free of conventional patterns of constuction as
he laid cut.une Acres departing from the usual grid.
pattern for one which followed *nataral® contours
The first task of the Corporation was consirucion
. of the roads, utliities and water lines. Wirt found 2
‘talented right-hand man in his wife's nephew, Alden

FEE :
%n.

Started

Studebaker, He arrived in Dune
Acres by motorcycle on Armistice
Day (Movember 11, 1924, to take
et the supervisory ke, His sans
srate that he stayed in the
Clubhouse, whith must have been .
the first building erected In Cune
Acres. He built a hoose for
himsalf, lat 32 Crest Drive) in. 1595,
and married Naomi Chellburg [of
the Chellburg faren family) in 1936,
They had two sons, Henry and
* Arthur, wive were born and raised
In Dune Acres. Studebaker worked
for the Dune Acres Corporation
uritl the Depression in the early
thirties. The Corparation then sold it construction
material and equipment to him, and he worked as a
general contractor until the beginning of World War [1
Almast all the houses constructed in Dune Acres
threugh a1 were built by Alden Studebaker, and he
was also the designer of many of therm.

Building the original roads was in itself a
complicated dhallenge. These roads wers usually buile
an & base of hauled-in clays, which was ther given a
top coating of stones ar crushed rack. The stones
used far the 1op coating were brought by the South
Shore Railroad to a Mineral Springs siding, hand

onel A P Mellan

 shonelled off into trucks and hauled actoss fhe swamp.

The road acrass the swamp kept siiking singe it restad
an peat, and additional material frequently had to ba
placed an top, By the mid-hirties, the road had
hecome so bad that massive action was called for:
frty carloads of stone were broughi in 2nd the road
finally stabilized. Ttwas stll at risk frem rme to tme,
howeser, fromn hazards such as beavers who built dams
nearky, causing the road wo food,

Preparation of raadbeds within the town regquired
heavy machinery, not bulldozers a3 ane might expect,
but rmachines pulled by huge draft horses. Horses
were alsa used o pull big slips full of gravel from the
teach for the manufackuring of cement blocks. The




horses and slips, also ' Fresnos! and wagens, were used
in excavating for houses, as well as for road bullding.
The horses were pastured in & fencecHn area an Fern
Lane, which at that ime was platted through from
Ridge Drive to East Road. [This part of Fern Lans was
vacated in the carly 19%60s.) The horse pasture was in
the low flat arca brehind 16, 18, and 20 Crest Drive.

This area had other uses, toc. A small storags
* shed was located there, and for a while a cement
block operation was carried @n at this site, The
Corporation also had a large construction shed [about
20 by 50') on East Read, near Lupine Lane. This
building had an office in it and for a number of years

in e migkthirties one of Studebaker's employess, Gus |

Anderson [(usually knownas "Old Gus') lived there.
Alden Studebaker had from the beginning made

his cwn cement Blocks. Az first many were made right .

on the beach. Later, grave] from the beach was brought
o the zile an Fern Lare, and an employes was kept

busy full time making blocks. These early Blocks were

hand tamped by Old Gus ard the other workers, whe
were all from the local area—-mestly farmers.

" In 1937, Studebaker moved the cement block
‘operation to a minkindustizl srea adjaining the rear

of lts 68, 49, and 70 on East Road. This land was

leased (rarm a Mr Tackatt (whe built the ficst house in
the West End). A new plant was built e this site, and
a1 machine with 2 mator deiven power tamper and belt
feeder was installed. Henry and Alden Studebaker
have described the aperation of the plant, which "could
be cperated with as many as two people up to five—
depending on how fst vou wanted to make the blacks,

The Lop production rate was bwo per minute or 120
per bour. Cne thousand per day was the record

AL first the plant was used primarily for making
Blocks for Studebaker's contracting business in Dune
feres. Belore long, however, the blacks were in
demand by ourside builders also, and the plant
functianed ona larger scale, A public school in Hebron,
2 number of hauses in Michigan City, and a sarage in
Valparalso were Ballt from 'Studie blocks-a name by
which local workers still refer @ the cement blocks
Tram the Dune Acres plant. The kst year of any
significant production was 1947, The plant was
destraed by the forest flre of Fady,

" Almostall of the log houses In Dune Acres, except
far the Clubhouse, were bullt by Alden Studebaker.
The logs came from Oregon and had to be precisa in
shape and taper to fit together properiy, The logs were
auled from the South Shore [n a specially devised
rig. plled aleng the road at the bullding site, then lifted

int place by & 'gin pole’, a pulley device abaut anty

or thirty feet tall. For houses at high elelations akong
the ridaes, for example, slong East Boad, Circle Drive,
and Beach Drive, railread fracks were bullt on whish
carts carried the logs and other materials to the top,
power provided by a2 ane and ane-half ton truck.
Mo houses were built in Dune Acres during World

_ War 1I. During this time, Studebaker gradually slowed
down to Farming and left the Dune Acres buikding and

PR - 5 N .
Flinass b 18 Cirele Dirive undse construction, 1532

raintenance o others, Bob Greer took cver the snow

plowing and road maintenance contracts during the
Warld War I, and when the town expanded west of
Mineral springs road after the \War, he built the reads,
By then, Dune Acres was a welkestablished cammunity,

Dune Acres presented special challenges toa
busilder, and Alden Studebaker showed grearingenuity
in reeting them. He Butin the infrasmrucmare and buit
the ariginal houses. He was a suitzble match for his
equally remarkable uncle, William Wirt, and for other
Cnine Acres piocneers.

By

I
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Chapter 1

Bef

ore

the War

. Until*after World
War 11, residential uns
Acres was confined to
the First Subdivision-the
West End of that perlad
being Shore Drive, Ok
and Linden lanes. But a
move further west was
developing on the eve of 258 :
war, as bulkling permits were isswed to William Tackett
and F. E, Kiloourn for houses an what woukd become
West Road inow numbers 54 and 48], Thelr access at
that point was by a makeshilt roadway, Wesr Road
itsel was not o:“'.sTrur_t';:d unul the end of the war in
3.

The new town gotb off to 2 pmmisizi.g SL,arl. The
Guesthaurse and Clubhouse wene opened far business

in 8% and the golf course laid out at the same time.

The chelcer lots were sald and building permits issusd
for therm in the prosperity of the 19X0s. “Williarm Wirt
himself chose a5 a site the noble blull at the corner
af East Koad .znd Beach Drive {74 East REoad).
Lakeshore lofs on East Road and an Oak. Shore, Crest
and Beach drives were pusehased first, for the mest
part by business and professional pecnle from Gary
or executives associated with Inland or LS. Steel. &

nsrnber of Chicago families were ameng the early

purchazers, but significantly only one was fram
Chesterton. Celonel E. L.Morgan, of the picneer

farnity that founded Chesterton, built 3 log house on”

‘tha heach at 5 Beach Drive for his daughter Eleanor
- and her husband fohn Read.

Almost all of the first holses were built of nzﬁ .

but a handful were in the nec-Spanish style popular
in Palm Beach and other Florica resorts, First o hreak
awsy from the prepondesant log houss type were H.
B, Smyder [1926] aL 22 Oak Drive and his brother-inas
Oliver Starr, prosecuring attorney far Lake County, at
15 Oak Drwr_ |L92F'| Starr was later a |ud"e of the
Initiana Suprcm SOUrt,. -

Amang the houses Bl before the War, perhaps
the rrcst distinetive was that at 24 Circle Drive. It was

and is a replica of a -
armhouse which was
part of the Belgian
Village, the entry of the
Government of Belgim
at the Chicagn Warld's
Falr of 19323, The Belgian.
Village was ane of the
mosl popular features
Mr and Mrs: Boland Schmide, who were

of the Fair.
aboul to build in Dune Acres ware so taken with this
hauge that they had its plan carefully rpprndu::ad on
LE.{ r lat,

Lopy of Warkd's Frir Belaide fared Rause 24 Circle Dirive

Another bit of Chicags Ristory which showed ug
in Dune Acres in the pre-war years were cobblestones
which had paved Chicags streets. They were being 2
dug up to make way for concrete and came an the.




mark-%-t. A number of akder
houses in the east end of |
Lo’ have retaining walls i
and garden borders [
composed of Chicago
cohblestones.

.The coming of the
Depression slowed but did
nat stop construction in the
rowmn. Howsever, a natable
shift did cccur caused by
hard tfimes. Greater interest
was shown in lots inland
from the lake, simply

because they were less
expensive, In this way the
rown fillad in hack from the
beach fromt into the wooded
dunes. Martgage financing B
was hard to obtain and so |8
many of the '30's houses
[especially befare abaut
1935 were finanged entiraly
by their cwners. The result
_ was, as deseribed by
Elizabeth Rogers, sn early
resident. "People who
wantad to get gut [tothe
dunes] right away sacrficed
their location in arder ta
have money to build a
heiuse” All inall, a dozen or so houses were constructed
berween 1930 and 1341, These wers permanent
structures, but few were occupied year-round. In the
census retymn for 1940, Dune Acres was listed as having

a population of 46, although there were some 40

houses by that time. Williarm Wirt's ambition to develop
an upper class suburb like Winnetka or Lake Forest
had not been realized,  Pre-war Dune Acres was
prrmarily & summer resork. ’

The heart and soul of the little community was
always the Guesthouse and Clubhouse. The
Guesthouse registar shows that the licke hotel was
open year-round for 2 few vears, Tt by 1990 operated
anly from April through Gctoer, There were welve
guest rooms, each with private bath, oreupied fairly
fully oo summer weekends, with sccasicnal guests
thircash the other seasons. Many were regulars, most

fram ‘Chicago, but thare
| were athers fram maore
-exotic places, for example
from Flint , Michigan,
‘Philadelphia and Aberdeen,
Scuth Dakata. There is less
information about the
dining room, which was
lacated on the ficst floor of
the Clubhause, but there ane

24 for dinner frem the
University Club of Michisan
city. The fazlites remained
popular  during  the
Depression and World War
11 Thanks to Dan Jenking,
we have a menu rom the
then-styled 'Harbor Wiew
Inn' from 1944 ar 1945 which

for 51.10, broiled lake trout
| for 5.83 and & casserale of
baked beans for 565
Lamon cream pie or arangs
lawer cake were 15 cents ard
coffee or tea were a dime.

The Guesthouse was
operated on e American
plan. ~ Rates in 1936,

including meals, were 55.00 per person on weekends, -
3,50 on weekdays. For an additional $2.00 2 'guest

could have auest privileges on the golf colrse. A menu
from Octaber, 26, admenished guests mo “keep off
the golf course greens, unless vou have soll shoes on.”

The Guesthouse and Clibhouse had become Toam ®

praperty, and their maintenance and operation were
the chiel, and sometihes only, concern of the Towrn
Board, as reflected in the minutes of the meetings of
the Board. The roads were [requently on the agenda
as well. Since they washed our all too-essily, the roads
were andther big concern of Town government. Bob

Greer, who later bullt the roads in the West End, did -

the snow plowing after the war, put in steel pilings in
the 1970's when the lake was high and In gensral
malntzined the town far severzl decades, summed the
pre-war road situation succincthy in later life, "Dune

csame records of large.
“parties. for instance on -
Cctiober 12, 1997, a group of -

offered & roast turkey dinner -

|
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|




Acres roads were terrible” Hehad
some out to Dune Acres quite-a bit
as early as 1930 making deliveries
for the Hokanson's rocery store
He recalked, "in the thirties, you really
had ta hang an o your hat when
you came aut here because there
ware bumps~hers weare holes—and
the roads would wash out.” The
Tovwm Board was canstanty invelved
in repairing the road system--
especially Mineral Springs as it
‘crossed the swamp.

© The Depression hit the original
investars In Dune Acres,
Ineorporated hard - They kad put
their capital inte building the roads,
the polf course, the Clubhouse snd
Guesthouse without as yet receiving compensating
requrns, A this difficult peint, H. B, Sropder, S, usuglly
known a5 Burgess| became the central figure both in
the Corporation and town government. He used his
influerce 1o have the water system upgraded by the
WP A But he could do nothine o sove the street lights
.o the golf caurse. The gall courss slowiy reverted @
Rature, Maor was town income great enough to pay
the MIPSCE kills, and in 1933 the street lights were
turned off "l times get better.” For (he rest of the

Harry abd Anre Hall

decade, the Board struggled o pay offthe debrit had |
accumulated to the uility company. So the absence
of street liphts *a notable feature of THine Acres, was
the product of clrcumstances not of planning
7 When Waorld War 11 started, Gune Acres was well
established, not as an ordinary town or subusk, but
a5 2 SUMMEr resork. As in maost such resorts, there
were & handiul of familles whe [ved here year round,
bouncing over te terrible roads 1o commures to Gary
or Chicage, But when summer arrived, a more
abundant lite rurned, The Guesthouse and Clubhouse
reapened and sexsonal residents opened their houses.
The vigorous community life of a summear colem
returnsd.

. The fact
that Dune
Acres began
in this way
imprinted
characteristicd
an the town
which have
persisted
through its =
histary. It has Blrazss and flary Smuder
alwavs been not just an accumulation of residences
but a 'colony’ in the special senge of 'summer colony.
A persan o family maving o Dune Acres acguined not
just a house but a way of life, based on love of natiral

beauty and on shared recreational social life.




Guesthouse and the Dining

1

The experience of Dune
Acres in Warld War |l is largely
unrecorded. Almast ne reccrds
hawve kean tound Lo indicate
whowent off 1o war or how the
conflict alfected those at home.
The Guesthause register does
shewr, however, that both the ®

~ Chapter IV

Growing

Motable changes coourred
as Dune Acres expanded beyand
the ariginal development. [n the
early 1950's, the Town acguired
the land south of East Road to
the guardfiouse, now playground
and woods [of which there is
mare in chapter VI, A second
impartant expansion was to the

Fam temained popular. With
gas ratoning limiting ravel. the S
Dune Acres facilities were
accessible by & short drive o
by South Shore trains and
evidently were much used
during the war. But heavy
usage and curtailed
malntenance ok their il
When the war ended the buildings and eguipment

' were soworn that Bringing them back 1o standard was

impractical. Both Guesthouse and restaurant were

" closed and the Guesthause was farm dewn, thus ending

an era of Dune Acres historg

* Onge the war was over, Dune Acres experienced
2 lang period of growth of many kinds. Before the
war. thera was only a handhal of houges open through
he winter. From he 46 residants countad in the 1840
cansus, the number increased in 1950 [ &5, and by

- a0 the number had growm oo 250, BY 15450, there

were 50 houses, by 1960 close to 100, The effect though
wras etill of small clusters of houses scattared through

- an extensive woodland.

In cne way, appearances did change. The
preponderant architectural style before the war had

Laen the log house. Popular now was the 'madern.

style! with Jow horizontal lines and (loor to ceiling
windeows or sliders. A good number were designed
by distinguished architects: the Keck Brathers, Fersins
and Will. Cranbie Taylar, Richard Besnett from Chicags;
Richard Meulra fram Califormia, Summer shacks were

‘either remodsled for yearround use or were torn

down. In some cases they were replaced by new
heuses (for example, the Richardson hause, now the
Wildlife Sancouary, on West Road) or the land on which
they stood was often purchased by the adjacent
DFOpErty CWner

west 25 West Road was built and
the West End opeted up, area
by area. Plats were recorded for
Hill Crrive i August, 1951, Surnmit
Dirivez in 1958 aned for Willow Lane
im 1963 :

With all this expansion, the
tnumnicipal government and its
facilities alse grew. The Fire
statien {now the Town Halll was Built in 1945 and fire
hydrants wers installed. Shortly thersafrer (in 1951
the Plan Commissian and the Beard of Zoning Appeals
were established and the first Zoning Grdingnce was
drasn up.

A very early matter of concern to the Plan
Comrission was what would hapgen to fose lands
adjacent to the town Buk cutside the towh limits. To
the south andl west of those limits wers vast stretches
of land that seemed a target for developers, On either
side of Mineral Springs Road lay wetlands and woods
that could be exploited far cammercial or industrial
nurposes, in prospect a highly undesirable intresion
hetween Dune Acres and Highway |2, The Plan -
Commission turned for advice (2 one of the top men*
in the field of planning, whase oiflce was in Chicags:

Rennis OHarow, Director of the American Society
of Plznning Cfficlals, Altholsh Dune Acres was hardly
even a village in terms of population, Mr C*Harrow
recognized its great beauty and unkque gualities and
agreed to advise the town, The Plan Commission had
hoped to galn contral (not ewmershin) of lands and
thus contral of development between the town and
Highway 12, perhaps even aleng Highway 12
C¥Harrow's advice was to annex these lands, except
for those on Highway 12, and pass zoning restrictions
for them. The Commission's gaal was to zone the
whole area residentzl, making the use compatible fo

v




that in Dune Acres. But O'Harrow had extensive
experience of what would or would not be approved
by the courts and advised the Commission that single-
use zoning of that kind would never e approved, The
courts would require a commercial area and, oven
worse an area zoned for industry. His judgment was
that if the mown did nothing, these developments would
take place haphazardly, Tt waonld bebetter to annex
the lands, zone them in a way to get kegal approval and
zel standards For commercial and industrial
clevelopment that Dune Acres could abide. This in fact
was what was cone. The lands tothe Sauth Shore right
of way and west to include parts of what is now the site
of MIPSCO and Berthlehem Steel were annexed. A
Wiaster Plan was adopted for Cune Acresdn 1955 which
included areas in the annexations 2ened for commerce
and industry. If follawed threugh, this could have
brought substantlal changes o Dune Agres. Bub the
Lawn was seved by the march of avents, When the

Mational Lakeshore was established, most of thoss

areas were (ncluded in the new national park. The

Master Plan izself remaired impertant, inghuding &

pravision of considerables impact: the required width

for a building site was Increased from the B0 feet of the

ariginal platting te 100 feet, i
With & groming population, more municipal conmal

of traffic had alse become necassary. [n the early filtes, -

an ordinance was passed which allewed the hiring a
deputy marshals for the ficst ime. Depurties were added
_as the town could afferd them, but 24-hour coverage,
7 days awesk lay Tany years, in::lqed decades, ahead

In the summer of 1958, raffic rules were established,
and two years later, the now familiar Dune Acres
windshiek stickers were addad. It was all immensely
mare officient than the carly days-bur not complately
fociproof. For a time araund 1960, for example, there

was 4 sign at the gate house which read, "Pleass came

to a complete halt, The marshal has cataracts and
cannat zee well” Mot long after that & newly hired
deputy wha ingisted on wearing a losded revolver shot
himself Iri the foot. He saught emplayment elsewhare
in a less dangerous position, But despite such tales,
the marshals and deputies were responsible fzures on
whom the residents relied for much mere than guard
service Art [ohnsen, and his successor g5 marshal,
Russ Brocksmith, are fondly remembered from thase
vears as | Bob Greer who was an indispensalils figure
In towen fike dmtil he retired in 1977,

As contemparary Dune Acres was Laking shape, &
further and indispensable step was taken. For the first
timme, in 1960, the streets and roads were named. The
initiative for thiscame nat from townspecple but ffam
the Post Office department. Do Acres hacl various

systems of mail delivery theaugh the yesrs. Before the
war, mail had been delivessd only during the sumrmer
months and everything was put inta one bax. After the
war; there was vear round delivery and all the mail was
put irite one of thres bores-one being ficst class, the
athers for second and thisd, Residents had to ga threugh
and plck aut their awn mail from e pile [no doubt also
noticing what was in there for the ather residents], [n
the fifties, individual mailboxes were st up in <lasters
an the main roeds. All theaugh this tme, the address
was ‘Mounted Route 2, Thess clusters proved confusing
10 the Posl Office [although they are used today for Hill -
and Summit Drives]. So. in 160 the postal department
announced that twould no kenger deliver mail unless
there were individual addresses  The Town Board
appointed Hunton Rogers and lim Halley as a commitbes
o propose names for the sreets. According to Falth
Halley, "They decided the main streets should have
directions as names and called roads, East Road, West
Foad, the drives woulkd be gecaraphic [eatuses like Share
and Beach, and the minor roads weald be narned after
flora of various sorts.” The word 'street was not uged-
-toc urhan, Gertrude Canklin rerembered & subsequent
tévwn meeting whers residents of each road satin a
aroup dnd corsidersd the propased name. Ons owner
an Crest Drive prefecred Hillorest but it was pointed oul
that 'Hillcrest Grive; Dune Acres' was 1oodong to goon
a Marshall Field's charge plate 'Crest’ was adopted,
leaving 'Hill' available for its present locaticn.
The town acauired a zoning ordinance, sxpandecd
guard service, windshield stickers, mall delivery and
strest names, but nobedy seemed 1o Be able o do much
about the telephones. Mew families sometimes had

lonz waits for @ phone, and everyans was on & parsy
L ‘

line, Some idea of the standard &t that ime can be seen
‘fram a complaint fram the Town Board 1o the Public
Service Commission of Indiana that the telephone
comparny was providing (ive-party linss and charging a
four-party rate. In the 19505, General Telephone gresitly
expanded itz equipment and servics, buton a scale of
| t= 10 had nat reached 10, One customer called the
company and said, | wish to make a complaint.® The
cperatar replied, *Oh dear, we get a lot of those® On
the ather hand, the operators were local and not
respanding from Enid, Oklzhoma, or Rock Hill, South
Caralina. :

By the end of the 19305, Dune Acres had moved
beyond being essentially & summer resart o being a
fully craganized municipality. It was & distinctive
municipality with its winding roads and extensive
parkland. Above all, It was still a real community.
preserving the cohesive spirit of the summer colony of
prewar days. OF that, mare In the next chapter..
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Chapter N

..But Still the Same._

The years betwsen
1945 and 1960 were 3
pericd of transition far
Dune Acres as the

gremws Sinkas sk he
contemporary mostly
yearroand municipalicy.
Looking back to this
period, one s struck not
cnly by the changes but
egualhy so by the extent
o which the community
carried on the spirit of

* prewar Dune Acres. In
. the fifties, the permanent papulation tripled, and the
flo of newcomers might well e miade Dune Acres -

Just anathsr postwar development. Bt new families
aporeciated the way of life. They entered into it and

hecame enthusiastc members and frequently lesders
_ ofthe COMITIANITY,

The mast important bonding for alder residents
and far neweomers was provided by the town Social
Commities, arganized in the early 19305, The
Clubhouse with its restaurant had served as a focus

for the eammmunity, but the Towm Board decided in

Joda it would no langer keep up that aperation and it
was closed down. But it s0on Decame once more the
center of wwn life. Babbie Smith recalls inan interview
that the Clubhouse "sat there for a while with. greasy
skillets in the kitchen, and the stove caked with snufl.

Pnr!y('_‘,ummelua iie lite |crm;-5m Ardses e Mmp.:'l o Flguenr.

commitlee mambers.
Mo mentionis made of
cockballs. An lnvitation
From 1953 15, In fact,
rather disciplinary;
"minner will be served
from £:00 to 645 Be
prompt. Diners were
told o bring their own
knives, forks and
spoons, but paper -
plates. cups and
napkins would be
[ufnished. It appears
that in its firsz years the
Social Commmee had in m_iﬂd__p]’{:-‘lﬁding ther social
meals far the community that had previously been
avallable at the-Clubhouse restaurant. By 1933, the

' program had become mare varled. The Commitise's

report for that vear indicated that by mid-fugust [the
date of the report], there had been & events during the
summer one every ather week: 'Dune Acres at Home',

" Al Fresco Diner, 'ath of july Dance, 'Smur.gasburd

and Exhibits, 'Beach Carnival. and 'Luncheon and
Sryle Show!. There was a high level of participatien.
Auerage attendance for sach event was about 150, and
b August 11, onby 6 families of the 75 in Lown had nat

' artended at least one event. The season epened, then

Connie Bennett spearheaded the effort o cleanitup -

and uss It for town parties. Soowe saubbed and
cleansd that kitchen..we really worked hard getting it
all Exed up, We had a group of people who took their
sewing machines, and we made curlains=l mean it
was a real community effort.” The Clibhouse was
span in use bor Social Committee parties.

A typical carly evant was a pot luck dinner an
semonial Day, 1551, served at 200 puan. From other

. flyers that have been preserved, it appears the general
© fermat was a dinner with food prepared by the

a5 now, with 2 Memorial Day event of some sort, The

- zecember holiday party was alse an annual event.

Again according te Bablle Smith, the Christimas parties
of the: early fiftes were held in residents! houses and
were progressive, maving from home 1o heme far
various eourses. By the mid-fifties, the filiday party
was szandardly dinner with cocktails st the Spa, black-
tie optional but usually worn. Mary residents had
small parties in their homes before going on; an avid
attendes with 2 strong constiution might dropin at

three or four affairs before proceeding through the

wintes night to the Spa.
The sense of community was also fo@l'ered by thee

“town's need to have every ciizen help with certain-




functicns. This was most natably true with the
Important task of fice fighting There were many more
_t}-ru sh fires then than al the prasent time, partly no
doubt because there were fewer Nouses and more

woodland, Fires that started glang the South Shore

tracks had a clear run well north of East Road until
about 1960, Marecver, before the NIPSCO and
Bethleherm Steel plants were constructed in Baillytowr,
uncantrolled fires were frequent in the woods and

grasses there and could spread ihto town, carried by

2 southwest wind.,

" Inthis ara, Up to the early 19608, when brush fires
were guite comman, each resident was considared oo
“be a member of the valunteer fire department and

- every household was expected ta have an Indian Fire
Fighter cn hand (2 tank of water with connected hose

carried like a backpack]. The Indian Fire Fighter was

very heavy and residents who couldn't handle one.

were 1 Use heaters—long poles with rubber flappers

at the' end, used o beat out the flames. . Training
sessions were held perodically to instruct residents-
-bath men and women—in the mast efficient use of
these Em-ﬁghl.irvgal.cis. An alert for a fire was saurded
by am exzradoud siren lecated at the Clubhouse, and
ward was spread by a telephone committee. The
women an that cemmittee also took turns in
maintaining a flre warch from the Clubhouse bill during
dry periods when the wind wag-from the south,

The mest destructive fire in Dune Acres history
cecureed on g warm March day in 1949 [t is theaighs
to have started when a man burning Lrash along
Hizhway 12 lest control of his bonfice in a high wind

ome resident later recalled seeing the fire burning
alang the South Shore right of way at about ten in the
marning when she dréve into Parter for groceries. By
the time she returned shartly thereafter, Cowles Bog
eastaf Mineral 'sf)[lnﬁ.s was ablaze as far as the guard
house, The famss then swept inta the woods bebasan
the bag and East Road and started arcing. - From there
the fine moved up the Clubkouse Fill, up Crest, Ridge
znd Circle Drives and through the low-lying backland

to the edae of Porter Beach. The woods in the center

of Circks Drive were caught up in the James (no houses
had been bulls in the center at that time) and the
Clubheouse caught fire, but the blaze was extinguished

hefore much damage was done. The conflagration

was confined to the east side of Mineral Springs Road.
since the wind was from due south, -

AL an =arly paint, fire wucks arrlved from Poreer,
Milles and Gary [the Chesterton truck was unable to
respond, but the department there sent sandwiches
2 and coffee fer the fire fighters).
Ren fromm Dune Acres had been
. called home from work, and the |

Superintendent of Schools in
Chestertan sent boys from the
senior class at the high school o
help. Altogether about one
hundred volunteers from outside
Drune Acres assisted in fighting the
" fire. It raged from mid-morning
until Jate in the sfterncon, and for
several days sfterwards trees in
the deeper woods were still
burning. Aside from the
waodlands, the major castaltics
were the Studebaker plant for
making cement blocks and & house on Crest Drive
oamed by Albert Fertach, Dean of the Indiana University
Extension in Gary [now Indiana University Morthwest].
The Fertsch house burned o the ground, and the site
has never been buill on since. A set of cement stairs
still runs up the kil from Crest Drive bo where the
heuse had stood. : e

Cne might wonder why m{:rrf__* residences wers
not destroyed, singe the fire burned all around many
af them. Thiy were saved by the éfforts of thelr awners,
wha kept them wet during the day, hosing thenm down
when they were threatened by'the blaze, “and by
voluntesrs who beat the flames back in the resldential
ATEAS. e




In response to this great fire, the Town Board.

pushed anead quickly to provide better protection.
Two probisms were-apparent. First, the water supply
al the fire station was inadequate For fighting a major
fire and second, better access was needed L3 the
deepar wonds before fires there threatensd residential

_areas. Hydrants were installed Lo provide water aver |
- wider areas, and a truck withra large water Lank and a

" jeep with small tanks were ohtained. The fire station
already built in B8, was enlarged to house the new
enuipment. Mast of this effart was paid for by public
subseripton. [twas at this peing. as described above,
that the women's telephone and fire watch committes
was organized and the siren installed at te Clubhauss,

Wiolunteers did not confine their efforts to Dune Acres
bur also respanded to calls from ather communities.-

They were often called o fight fire in the swampy
areas near where MIPSCO and Bethlehem Stecl are
mow located, i

; From the beginning of the town of Dune Acres,
fire fighting had been considered a normal duty of all
residents. The measures taken after the great fire of
Match, 1949, were desizned Lo organize and equip this
every-cidzen effort. This approach continued into the
19605, By then the danger of brush fires {while stil
very real) had diminished as the Bailly area was cleared

_of woodland, ds had been a number of lots in

1

Dune Acres where hotses riow stoad. Indeed, the
nurmnber of howses in toewn had increased so significantly
that pratection baged on residentvaluntesrs was o
longer feasible. And it must be added that the ald
water tank truck had proven to e a lumbering menstar,
veery hard o handle, The Indian Fire Fighters also were
difficult Lo carry and difficult o use. More eliance
and then complets reliance was placed on contracts
far protection from neighboring fire departments.
Several major house fire have oocurred in the past
thirty years, bur Cune Acres had not been threatensd
during that fime with brush fires on the seale of those
af earlier years. G

A valuntesr fire department was maintained in
Dune Acres untl the mideizhtics. Our cusesnt Fire
Commissiensr (1998] lohn Wilhelm, carries an a
vigorous campaign to make sure all houses are
adeguataly equipped with fire extinguishers and smoke
detectors. Fire is always a threat, of course, but not
as much asitwas in Dune Acres three of four decades
ago. . :

The activites organized by the Sodial Committee

and the 'every resident a fir fighter' expectation helpsd

o carry an into the pestwar period the communicy
impetvernent which had given Duna Acres its special
character fram the beginning. Another community
effort of this period; usually referred o as "the Park
Purchase Plan® will be set focth in the next chapter,

|
|




Chapter VI

The Park Purchase Plan

Thez Tenwn of Dune Acres,
that is, the lran government,
was limited in the prejects It
might undertaks because of
the serall tax base in the town -

~and also because of state ||
limitations on the size of
assessments. Pond issues
were out of the question. Thus
_ when conlranted with major
praoblems 1equiring

“ggreed o bring the total up

b 545, 00000 3 needed. Dune
Acres, Incarparated, had
contributed an amount that
was judged by all e be o fair
chare, Lea [atnston, then the
Dune Acres real estate broker,
and two eminent cltizens.,
‘both members of the fund-
raising comumittes, Dick Smmith
and Leonard Conklin, went o

considerable financing the townspeople turned to

valuntary fund drives and contribations. The building
anel later enlzraing of the fire station was paid [or in
- thiz way.In 1953, a situation developed which tested
the will and resaurces of residences in a much greater
degrcc The ;}cr_iu}ns thmwfe taken strengthenad t!'-e

its present Appearance.
The crists concerned the land scuth and west of
East Boad, This land had net been included inthe 1923

purchase oy William Wirs and in fact belonged to two -

. outside developers [one from Chicaga, the other from

Valparaisal In 1953, Mr. Elmare, the Chicagoan,

announced that he was going to subdivide his Land,
which now holds the playaround and tennis courts,
. Resldents were alarmed and believed that the Jand
should be purchased. But how and by -.uhcm?’l‘ti-g'lbwn
of Dune Acres did not have the taring or the bonding
power to raise funds. The townspeople then resalved
e buy the land through public subscripticn with the
provision thet it would remain forever park land. The
fricewas S50,000.00, & very considerable sum of maney
at that ime, perhaps the equivalent of a millicn dollars
1998, Property cwners were asked lo contrilaute their
prorata share hased on the assessed valuation of thelr
praperty ta the total assessed vallation <f the Town,
The sums were large, since thers were only 60 houses
in the town st that e and undeveloped ks had very
livor valuation, but over B0 per cent of the homeowners
paid their share. Many had o barrow meney ar put
martgages on their houses o do so. Through this
effart S42,000.00 was raiged, short of the S50,000.00
M. Elmore was asking. Burgess Snvder and lim Martin

see bF, Elmere in his Chicago office. Elmore reiuctanily :
accepted the cash offer of 542.000.00. The Purchase
Agreement was execured an hay I3, 15, by the Town
Board acting far the residents and property awners.
The Jand was deeded to the Town of Dune Acres for
Hse &5 parkiand.

Almest at orice Mr. Edgren, the Valparaiso
developer, put his property Gn the market foe 59, 500,00
The ahility of the Lownspecple to Taise money was
erhausted, But a solution was found, Eighteen acres of
the Elmaore land actually lay west of Mineral Springs
and north of West Road. It was decided to sell this land
in four parcels, wach to be the site for one house, a
restricticn o the effect to be included in the title, Thess
lots were sald and the Edgren property was purchased,
extending the southern baundary of Dune Acres Lo
Cawles Bog and also making possible the lightly
papulated section on West Road from Mineral Springs
zlmost to Hill Drive (nmbers 6, 30, 28 West Road). e
the following year, & new drive for contrbutions brought
in funds to create the piaygrwnd area and purchase
equipment.

The character af Dune Acres is revealed by the
unspailed, wooded entrance o the town on Mineral
Springs, where the [isst view of human habitation is of
the tennis courts and plavgreund. All of this we awea o
resldents in 1953 whose community spltltand financial
sacrifice made it passible, : 3

Like: the social program and the "every residenta - -
fire fighrer* cistom, the park purchase plan broughe all
residents into active participation in 2nd respensibility
for the community. [n this crucial postwar period of
grewth, these activides maintained and strengthénsd
the distinctive community life of Dune Acres.
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Chapter VIl

Tﬁe Camiﬂg of the National Lukesﬁum i '_ -'5

e : (1958-1966)

1t was not easy being 2 }ak\eshﬂre uommunltf1n

: the decades aftar World War IL The sixties and the

geventies wore not easy anywhers, of course, as.

Arnerica experienced the Civil Rights movement. the
assassinations of fohn and Robert kennecy and Martin
Luther King, the Miemam War atd the Warergate affair.

These events charged the atmosphers here as-

elsswhere Young residents of Dune Ackes and their
parents faced the Drafe or its alternatives, residents
were shacked by a racially inspired murdet in & tavemn
just down e road an Highwa'g.r 12 were shaken when

. students at Valparaise University burned a building

on campus after Kent State. All of this. must be
rememibered as part of the tense and turbulent miliew
in which local crises arose and were belng addressed

Dune Acres was froed with 4 series of pressures

" from 1950 until wel after 1980 which ranged from the

merely bothersame o thase that threatened the
existence of the town. Somd were shared with pther
|akefront communities; athers were uniquely ours, The

- greatissue of those decades was, of courss, the future

af the sauthern share of Lake Michigan; was it to be
completely industrialized or could the Dunes be
preservad as a natural area?

The struggle began with & propnsal in Ldc m
construet a port at Burns Ditch that could
accommodate acean going véssels, The purpose of

; (.genr_raﬂy‘ known as Cowles Bag] CEMmE upfcr Lax sale,

The Councll h.urrledlyr raised the money and hnught
the land. Ea.xte-enu quickly meed beyond the Courxil's
{}ﬂ'.ccmssz deliberate padd Stare government officizls
also were taking an active interest in the part; rummars
wee thick thet Bethlehern Steel Corporation was buying

" up choice dune lands through a third party, In fact,

the decade of the [ifties was full of rurnars and alarms.
Stories were rife of blind rusts being used 10 acguire
denelands, the Murchesons (3 well-knewn, wealthy
Texas familyl were sakd to be involved, Midwest Steel
was reparted to be planning a mill 6n its property near

~ Ogden Dunes, the steel companies were thought to

the porl was to bring more industry to the Indiana ©

lakeshare, snecifically stéel mills which needed dheap
transportation by water)l. Propanents of the port
anticipated that dunes and wetlands along the shore
would b clearsd to make way for factaries and mills.

[ oppasition to the port, thare emerged the

counterforce of "Save the Dunes’, & movernent whose
plrpose was b presepyve the land along Lake Michigan

- inits natural-state,

The Save the Dunes Council was }orml_d an [uns
a0, 1952, by bwenty-flve wamen, most of them from
gden Dunes and Dune Acres. The Council bagan
with a limited purpose: education of the public 25 o
the impartanze.of the Dunes. In 1953, however, lmade

. a strategic move. The area south of Dune Acres

b anel in glove with the Stata of Indiana in pushing
the Port, IF wou lived In Dune Acres then, unsetiling
TUIROES {:ame thick and fast. And they wrned out o

be e, ‘Bethlchern annaunced in 1956 hat it had,

partly through & blird tnst. acquired over 2,000 acres
Lerween Ogden Dunes and Cune ATES, :-hu:hwsts:aeel

“reyvegled plans for a mill near Cgden Runes, and

NIPSCO began construction of twa coal burning |
aenerators on its Bailly site next to Dune Acres Both
stee] cornpanies scld land bo the SlaLe of Indizna far
the part.

The Lake Michigan shcm. wag godng very fast to

“the industrialists. Leocal, regional ancl state pDJIIJBans

lavored the development as did businessmen in
Chesterton, Forler, and other lacal communities. The
mayers af Gary, Hamnmend and East Chicago oppased
the Burns Ditch site: they wanted a port built in the

" East Chicapo ared|. The Indiana delegation in Congress

and the governor and legislsture of Indlana were solidly
behind the port. Especially potent was Charlie Halleck,
|eader of the House Repiblicans, whose district
Included Porter County and (he central dunes.
As the shoreline seemed 1o disappear before their
eves,members of the Save the Duries Council turned
from education to palitical actlvity, Their new goal was
to crr_'.e.ﬂe a pational Fark in the Dunes. They found a
sponsor in Senater Paul Douglas, Democrat of ineis,
who before the War had owned a house in Cune Acres

- &E 12 Ridge Grive and wie knew and lowed the Burses.




“In 1958, he introduced his ficst bill te establish an
Indiana Cunes Mational Lakeshore.
It is ironic that the spokesman: [ar the Dunes

 should come from [inais, not Indiana, Itwas, marecier,

conlrary o established cpawmand palitical senss for
anoutslder to propose a park agalnstthe wishes of
home siate senators and the local congressman of the

- area in which it was to be located, But It was a fitting

expression of the reality of the situaten: the lakeshare
communlties had always been mare strengly tied 1o
Chicago than to downstate Indiana. The Indiana
Leaches had been intensively used by Chicagoans.
The existing Dunes State Fark was oiten considered
by Hoosiers as 4 valuahle source of ravenus for the
real [ndiana parks downstate rather than used or
valued for itself. The Douglas proposal was considerad
arsther effort by outsiders 12 bock the development
af Indiana rescurces. Governor Welsh of Indiana. a
Demacrat, dencunced the Douglas bill at & news
conference as an 'Oﬁt-o_f—sta te' conspiracy.
* o infense was the copesition that passage of a
Mational Lakeshare bill was long in doubt, From 1958
uritil 1966, Senator Douglas pushed the project hard,
but withaut success in the face of the opposition of
mast of the Indiana delegates in Congress. both
Democrats and Republicans. Finally, in the fall of 168,
when Dauglas was running for reelection, Presidenl
Johnson, wanting Douglas returned tothe Senate, pual

: prwerful pressure bebind the latest Cunes bill and it
piasssed into 2w, One month larer, Douglas lost his seat
in the Senate to the woung Charles Percy
The bill 25 passed differsd radically from earlier

* wersions. Douglas had hoped for & park built around
the finest of the dunes, the thenunspoiled area between
gden Dunes and Dune Acres. But Bethlehem Steel

had already bought mast of the land and in 1961 began

lexeling the dunes [selling the sand o Northwestern
[Iniversity for a land filll and revealed the full extent
of the massive plant it would build. The Burns Ditch

remembered thar the town limits-af Bune Acres
included all the land te the South Share tracks and o
the boundary with NIFSCO. Much of e undeveloped
area was zoned for commerdial of industrial use, That
areawas included in ﬂ'.epark.buisoms the developed .
ures in the West End, inclugling thirteen residences
and w milles of read, Thus, only the east end of town,
the First Subdivision, would have remained out of the
park. ria o

_ Dune Acres residents, most of whom had
supparted the park concepl, Were now putto the test.
were they still for this park if Dune Acres wers S0
reduced in size as Lo e ne lenger a viable commuinity?
Ernations ran high and conflicks were deep as the

issues were discussed in 1961 and 1962, A few

carmmitted conservationists favored the bill, believing
that such sactifices had to be made to get the park,
The great majority. of residents were against the

" Inclision of Dune Acres in the park but differed as to

Port was also approved and took land that Douglas -

had hoped Lo include The Mational Lakeshore as It
exists today contains almast ne area that was in the
ariginal Douglas kil :
Where did Dune Acres fit into all of this? Thar
story begins in 194] when Senator Douglas Inmaduced
his most anvoltices bill with the central dunes between
Ogden Dunes and Dune Acres ag its core. This bill
 included mast of Dune Actes in e park It must be

It

the exact stance the toam should take. The Town Board
[Finilipg Emckingtun.'PIésldent. Rabert Bonin, Dwlght
Sanders) onpased the Bl in its entrety. Brockingten
appeared before the Senzte Subcommitlee an
February 17, 1962, and speaking officially for the Town,
oppased the establishment of the national lakeshore.
Immediately, residents were aroused in support of or
cpposition to the Board's action. Led by Tom
Washburn, a gréup circulazed a petition which was
signed by 107 residents and properly oWners,
repudiating the Board's action and supporting the Park
[tself if Dune Acres were omitted from it Conflicting

staterments, petitions, and letters floaded Washington

from residents, but in the end it didn't macter. The bill
was not passed. G :
The year 1963 was one of vain efforts and
sometimes Utopian dreams. The main effort of the
Save the Dunes Council and Senater Douglas was bn
salve the Port prablem by meving ts location from
Burns Ditch Lo the East Chicags ares, The effort was
in vain. More imaginatve and even mare hopeless was
& proposal that Bethlehem build its plant south of LLS.
12, comstrucling & canal to connect the Inland site with
Lake Michigan, thus keeping the central dunes intact.
Az we know it did not happen. But sentiment in Durs:
Acres had crysrallized. Residents were srill divided
cver the larger guestion of whether or not there should
be a Park: butthey were convinced that Dune Acres
could not survive if confined to the current east end,




For this reason; 90 per cent of the residents cigned a
clatement in summer, 1963, apposing the taking of

land within the Tows's beundaries for a national park.

This move was initiated by H. B Swder, for decades
e leading figure in own affalrs. He and the Gary Post
Trilbune, of which hewas awner and publisher, were a
consistently powerful veics for the Port and against
the: Park.

[n ]34, Senator Dc:-ueias produced & new Ln]l :

which omitted deseloped areas of Dune Acres and

* Hrmited use of the beach {the beach was inclided in

the bill), The Park Boundaries in relation to Cune Acres
were pretly mugh what they are today.

That fanuary & new Town Baard toak office (James
Savage, Fresident, Morman Burns, and Ed Carlson)

_and at once sed Up a strong committee af residents

recommend whal pelicy the Town should adapt toward

* the Park. The cammirtes was chaired by Luther Swiypert,

Judge of the 115, Court of Appeals in Chicage, ather
members were Brevard Cribfield, Secretary of the
Association of State Gowernors, Bay Daly, President
of the Indidna Natienal Bank in Gary, Richard 1. Smith,
cwmer of Smith Chevealer in Hzmmend and recent
past-president of the Hammond Chamber of

- Commerce, and Bay Thamas, a welkestablished lawer
in Gary with state-wide political connections. Their

lzng and tharough report itemized the industrial

_ developments-hoth present and anticipated-soms

possibly within the town limits of Dune Acres For
example, the woodland north of the South Shore

" parking lot on Mineral Springs Road was zoned for

industry and was a likehy industria] site; Another section
doalt realistcally with the impact that even the modified

- 1o Bl would have onthe own, The report concluded
with a paragraph which summed up the nat auraﬁ'rw,-‘ :
* bt very real situation the town now faced, [t hegan,

"The Tawn of Dune Acres faces change, Qur town
cannal 'Stay As It 1" no matter bow much we wish this
were possible Iwent on te point sul the problems
that would arise from either industry or the Park. Afser

 studying all information svailable, the committee’s

unanimous recommendation was (mat 2 madified
National Lakeshare Bill wais the best alternative for
Dhuife Acres.

With this repurt t build o, memhersofﬂ-»e'ltw.-n
Board maved forward in-a manner that carried most
resicents with them: The Board adopted a statement
supparting the Park [with certaln clarifications of

language and intent), circulated It in fown and asked
supporiers fo sign a record of thelr agresment with
it. A substantial majority of the community did so.
When Tawn Board Fresident Savags testified before
the Senate Subcommillee in Februaw 23 residents
traveled to Washington to add their su pRort.
Mow Dune Acres residents thraw themeelwes
carnesty inta the effort to get the Bill passed. The
period from arly 1564 uniil a Park Bill finally beearmne
law in Qotober, 1968, was ane of intense and
enthusizstic activily in Dune Acres. & group of residents
of wicle public experence and wellestablished political
contacks became the very active leaders. There is
space to menton ¢nly a few. Judge Swygertused his:
wide circle of friends in politics to get the Town's
pesitian hefore members of Congress. Dick Smith had
fior some time left day to day management <f Smith
\arars to others 2nd devoted his ime 1o cvk: affairs
in Hammond. Mow he pI'IhEd into Saving e dunes,
making it almast a major cccupation. Hunton Rogers,
Morman Burns, Leonard Conklin, Farwell Smith wers
cihers, Farwell, frarm Chicags, was a weckend resident
and like many weekenders he had zn acquaintanceshigp
curtsicie of Indiana whizh proved useful. Qther resldents,
eapecially Ed and Buth Osann and Lois Howes, were
working for the Bill 25 members of the Save the Dunes
Council. Still athers., for example several employess

_of Inland Steel. supported the Park, but necessarlly

kent a low profile through lovalty toctheir emolover

Fesidents were urged 1o ask friends autside of
mwn.m write fe their Congressman ["use vour
Chriztrmas card lists'], Delegations went (o Washington
by air and evernight sleeper Lo-canvass senatois and
representatives. When the March, 1964, hearings were
held, the Mew York Central Railroad announcsd that
sleeper accommeadations were sold out. A large and
enthusiastic group of Dune Acres ladies descended
on congressmen in summer, 1966, and had & great
time doing thelr civic duty.

In these fingl stages. pcrc:pmems-::-!’?a:rk and Part.
reache{i A COMpromise, agreeing o provisions for .

both. Bul the battle was not aver, In 1956, the key

‘sbfort was to include what is now the West Beach zrea .
in the Park This land was owned by Inland Steel. Inland
ook the view that since both Matienal Steel and
Bethlehem had plants on Lake Michigan, they should
be allowsd to use their land for a mill. But s2 much
land had been lost for the Fark that supparters felz it




vital to include the Wesl Beach, A crescendo of letter
writing, trips to Washington, behind. the scenes
politicking was reached in the summer of 1960 over
the West Beach issue. An issue for Dune Acres and
Cpden Dunes was alsa (though much less stressed|
the extent towhich their beaches, which were inéluded
i the Park, were to be avallable to the public. The
resclution reached was that nonresidents would have

walk-along' privileges but could not swim or picnic.’

This was supported by Dune Acres but not by Caden
~ Dunes. [n the end, the West Beach was included and

the Park was authorized by the Senate. But in the
House, it was hung up by the oppositicn of our
comgressman, Charlie Halleck, and by a lack of
- enthusiasm amang seme Remecrats. Passage came
whan Lyndon Johnson leaned on congress in the way
he did so well. According to a Chicage Daily Mews
article of Cetaber 17, 1964, entitled "How Park Plan
Passed the House!, President [ohnson called Speaker
lahn MeCarmack and said, “lahn, Paul Douglas wants

this bill. And Paul Dauglas nesds this bill. [want you

o see that he gets I8 Speaker McCormack
ourmaneuvered Republican Minority Leader Charlie

Halleck and brought the Bill to & vate at the optimal

moment. It passed easily. 204-14.

Very cuickly Dune Acres had & new neighbor. We

were surrouRded by, protected by, and at times
serinusly alarmed by the new National Lakeshare,
Although President |ohnsan gave the final push that
led to adoption of the Fark Bill, the cutcome wonkd
ot have been possible withaut the long and faith(ul
effarts of Senator Douglas and the Save the Dunes
Council, Within that broader content, Dune Acres

residents played a part. The focus of this chapler is.

inevitably on Dune Acres' involvemnent and thus pays
lirnited attention Lo the Save the Dunes movement,
Many residents wers members of the Councll, and
some were leaders of it, Within Dune Acres, [t should
be noted, finally and once again; how involved the
residents were. The Town Board took official posilions
and testified before Congress. The Board did not
become invalved, however, in direct political action.
In typical Dune Acres fashion, residents when faced
with a crisis organized & voluntary response to it

Leaders emerged and cltizens prongded thedr aid and

sunpert for continuing commjtted and [if we may say
sof saphisticated politlcal action.
5o thatis ko we gat the Park.




" Board on Movember 8 172,

_below the all time high s=tin

" contnue to rise agaln in the

. against the rising lake untl an

along the feat of the dunes.

- Chapter VIII

Day to Day Life In A Time af Turmml

At a meeting of the Town

Board Member Dan Jenking
reported that the leve] of Lake
Michigan was only two feet

1880, Heavy rains in"the Fall
indicated that the te-é] waoitkd

Spring of 1973, posing a preblem for the town water well
(located dawn the bilowaut from the Clubhouse]. This was
cnly the keginning, of courss. In the next few vears, the
whele water systanm frem the town well to the pipes keading
1y the Wesst Ered sone the Bluff of the dunes (and eventualy
freestanding fram the banks] hed to be protected from
erosion, Bventually Beach Diive also had to be protected,
as the waves were washing it [ :
cut. And one by one beach 14
Fromt property cwners were |
forced 10 erect stes] bamiers

almest salid wall of smeel ran

T]1e Town Board,
upecml]y Jim Halley, the
Fresident, spent a good deal
of Airme and effort seeking
funding from the Corps of
Enginieers for prajects providing protection from enasian
and evertually supervising construction of the projects

" apgvened fim Halley, 2n M.UT. graduate and retred Director
of Research at Inland Steel, was an especially able and

energetic Tonm Board President. He died inoilfice, suddenly
and unsxpectedhy, earhyin BEAn easement and beach

rights on West Road had recenthy been given 19 the (owm

by Chuck Whesler; it was now dedicated as the James
Hallsy Mernorial Beach.
Lake Michigan's buffeting the Dune fores shcfehre

in the B7s land again in the mid-eishlies] was anly ore

problem that ced the town in e cltendutulent years
fren 1960 o 1965, Mary forces were Tying to contrel the
sauthem shome of Lake Michigan. I was an ares coveted

by b-;}th industry and
cm'us,e:natmme.ts and in the
{ midst of the conflice, some.
people wers rying 1o maintain
residential oases, a5 in Ogden
Dunes, Beverly Shorss—and
Dune Acres, [T was not easy.
As stee] mills and power
' . plants were built and on the
other kand. the Mational Lakeshore was raking shape,
thie pﬁects were felt in Dune Acres in various wﬁ?‘#
Somie were incidental and unanticipated side effects.
For example, the St Lawrence Sesway [then newly
opened) provided a route into the Great Lakes not

‘only for cargo boats but for alewives, who died in

droves off shiore and whose smelly remains heaped
up an the beach. Again, construction af the Bethlehsrm
Steel Plant drove out a beavar calemy which migrared
east and found a happy hame In the swamp adizcent
te Minerzl Springs Road, Thelr dam caused fiooding
on the road, producing prodeaver and anti-besver
factions amang the human residents (new neighbors
can be difficult]. In 19661467 and for some time after,

there were reports at moesL Town Board meetings abaout

whar sheuld be dofie abaut the beavers—and later the
alewives, too. i !
The alewives were smelly and annoying: the
Leavers were sither cule or a menace, depending on |
vour peint of view. Bul these were minor preblems.

" Starting with the conflict ever establishment of the
‘Mational Lakeshore, thers were'a series of major crises,

come threatening the very existence of the town. These

. will be recounted in succeeding chapters. But, lest it
- geem a5 if all were doom and gioom in those years,

we take a look at other aspects of Dune Acres life in
thattime. = :

It wae, for examale, & great dme for tenmis. Indoon
courts were springing up all over Morthwest Indiana
and groups of Dune Acres residents, both men and
wamen, were members and playing weekly. In town,
additional courts were built and tournaments were
held. The eeurts were as popular a sodzl center as the




were & great many

- "olay schoal for younger children

beach. Ar the beach, a number of residents bought
Lasers and Sunfishes and summer weekends were
devoted to racing. The
Bridee marathan; also,
was started. - The
average age of the
resicdents was probakbly
:n;crr_um’l?at yeanger than
in 558 AL any rate there

youngsters in Lowmn in
the fifties and sixties.
and it was a great place
o grow Ups: Summer
rinve brocght arganized
activities sech as tennis
lessans, swirnming lessens at the
Goodbellew Camp pool from Gus
Srager (swimming coach at the
Urﬁ-.-erailg.r af Michigan who
summered in Forter Beachl, or
teenage dances at the Clubhouse
on Friday nights. [n winter there |
was ice skating and hockey. They
learned about -community
Tpspnnmblllw oo, For instance,
some teenage gl ran a summer

st the playground., fun for the
children and a help to their

* mothers. The pace of life, as elsewhere in those

decades, was often tense and semewhat frantic. [The
Civil Rights Movement, the assassinations, the Vismam
Wiar, Wazergane), n interviews with residents, presenved
by the Histarical Commissien, residents of those years
often comment with Some amazement an the amaunt
of drinking that rook place at town parties, It was an

Abve. Ding Aires Hocky Players
Diskra: Sngr TPlaachael 19561

age of the martini, occasionally pushing aver 1o straight ©

gin onice. Ladies were wearing ﬂaur]eng:h FOWNE On
such ocrasions, and the standard dress for men was
bright plaid pants and a blazer. Somewhers alang the
ling, the pace slowed down. The martinl. gave way to
the little alass of white wine!, Chablis at first and then

in ane of those strange and sudden waves of changing

taste, Chardonnay became the favorite,”
It was not all tenniz, boars, bocze and bridge.

+ however, Grdinary life went an, the foam grew, new

houges were built. One significant development was

a closer relationship with Chesterton. Frimarily,
probably, this was I:m_duse for almost the first Liere,

a number of families acthes
in Chesterton life moved
to Dune Acres. In the
summer, teen age dances
were held at the
Clubhause, the voung
people [rom Chesterton
imvited, In carhler times,
Dunie Acres' residents of
high schiosd age had mest
aflen gone away to a
brarding school snd some

noow attending Chesterton
H1gh School. Demographically,
Crune Acres still dres heavily from
_the Calurmet region for residents,
bt the number from Hyde Fark
and the University of Chicago
| Increzsed substantlally, and, for
the first fime, a number of
resicents af Chicaga's Mear Morth
Side purchased hames to use for
weekends and in summer.

Dune Acres was becoming
mare cosmopalitan n the sixties
and seventies. more actively

In part this was because travel was easier; domestically,
as the Interstare Highway System was built, and

shroad, as travel by aiplane became commen. Rarty,

it was because the L5, was involved in the postwar

world with developing countries anid some residents,

were actively engaged in these programs. For example,
a number of countries were constructng their first
steel mill, e-.-‘er_' and sought American advice. Tam
Wishburn, retired Director of Quality Control at Infand
Steel, was in New Zealand with his wife Katherine as
a consultant as that cauntry bullt its first mill. Later
they were in Brazl on a similar project. Morman Burns,
2 University of Chizago expert on higher education,

travelled g Fakistan wo advise thE'gmfernmenL-which«

was seLling U & university in that young country”
Margaret Doyle. of the Unlversity of Minmesata fand
26 Circle Drive) was in Central America ss an observer

_ and eessuliant on nutrition programs. For the malatite

X

still diel, bur most were

connected (o the broader warld. -



e

. entertained such visitors at dinner part

of residents who were fully sooupied ab e, & breatn
i e expanding, postColonizl wiorld was Broughl by
such nelghts
also vigited Dune Acres under the auspices of the

Planned Farenthood chapler in Gary. Bvery year far

wamen with responsiility for
o World ‘counties vlsited the
d the Ufited Srates. Several

ATy ¥ears, el and
population policy in Thir
Gary clinic 5 they toure

members of the planned Parenthoosd foard lived in

pune Acres, and they and other familics regularly .
es. Visitors

e, Visitors frafm develaping countries :

i

from Indonasia; Thalland, Singapore. the Latin

‘wmerican countriss brought the workl ta our tables.
I thise and cther weys, life went-onin it everyday
fashicn In Dune Acres in thye micdst of the wars, urbian
ricts, and presidential seandals of the time. Artention
was paid to beavers and alewives as well &5, nichear
plants, marshalling yards, and e ernding Jakeshore.
These threats [pam ndustry and also the Matienal
Lakeshore, must now claim our attention.

2




Chapter IX

Roads And A Marshalling Yard -

The importance of roads and railrsads runs
“through the history of Dune Acres. Mineral Springs
Faac as @ way across the swamp. the Sduth Shore as
a link sourhan centers, Highway 12 as still mare casy
access, the Interstales, easier SUll: all havs plaed thels
rale in eur development. ;
Befare the [nterstate highwavs were opened,
. driving to Dune Acres [rom Gary, Hammand, or
Chicagn was a major undertaking, cspecially for
weekend residents and visitors, The way aut on Friday
was not bad, espedally if one kit the city sarly, but
on Sunday night everyone L=t the beach as lats as
passible and frem the eastern edge of Gary (where
highways 12 and 20 converged] thraugh the lakeshore
communities to the South Shore Country Chuk: (f going
te Chicagal, the traific was bumper to bumper, moving
at a snail's pace. It tock hours Lo reach one's

destination, but reverthaless the supharia produced

by sand, water and sun made it woithiy‘hlle.

© Al that passed inte Tistery in the [950s and H60s

. &5 the Interstate highways were opered But well into
the 19¥fs, 1-94 was open only as far as e Gary East
exit, and one proceeded on Highway 12, a leisurely

drive through the still unspoiled dunes, past Oak HIl -

|alive with blossaming shad if you kit it just rlght in

spring] and turned onto Mineral Springs Boad, How -

the heart rose as one entered Bune Acres. In early
December, there was the sleht of the Christmas ree
onthe Clubheuge, In early Spring. there was that magic
first charus of the pinkletinks. One ralled down the
window 1o get the raugons yet wonderful cacophony,

Fram Mineral Springs Rosd east, Highway 12 was
less idyllic at that time, Hugging the scuth shore of
Lake Michigan through the dune countey of Indiana
and Michigan, the Bu nes highway was a heavily
travalied raute to those resart areas. Heawy tourist
traffic braught with it 2 lat of honky-tonk sctiviye. Wha
will ever forget the Indian Medicine Man or the shacks
displaying chenllle bedspreads? There were taverns-

At also, unuseally, a high quality rock shop just east:

of Mineral Springs. In buildings jqat_lai-ge enpugh o
anter, orne conld buy liquor &t Ann Or_r_\'ika's Or @IOCEries

al a store at Minera!'SprEng'; Road or another down

" the highwiay at Weverly Eoad. At the corner of Waverly

Road and U5, 12 stood two convenient and rather
srand gas statdons, h !
‘Fhe building of the MIPSCO plant sid thes later

‘of Bethlehem Steel l:hangcﬂ the: nature of Highway

J2, At rill change hours, the road was ammed. Then
the Mational Lakeshore bought up and removed the
shops, the filling stations, even the Fresbyterian
Churcihyon Kemil Eoad, rather summarily recuisitionsd
for its present use as & visitors center and park
headguartars. z

Changed as it was, Highway 12 remained Dune

Acreslifeline to the culer world. That lifeline was
threatened in 1967 when industry, having destroyed

* tniles of beauttful dunelands between Ogden Dunes

and Bune Acres, new struck again. In 1967, the South
Shore Railroad anneunced plans to build a freight
vard for switching coal cars destined for Bethlehem

Steal, Ur!ForU.lnatEh,r. it wars nedessary Lo consiuct-
thevard across Mineral Springs Road. Twelve or mare -

rracks with a proportionate number of switching Lains
would stand betwesn Highway 12 and Dune Acres
residents. :

The South Shore was then still in private

ownership. Dune Acres residents Rad ambivalent .

attitudes toward the railroad: they were all for
bolstering up the lagming passenger service but
indifferent ar hostile to the freight side. The owners
af the railrosd, on the other hand, mads a prafit from
freight and lost heayily en passengers. Without

government subsidies, the rallroad suffered from
chroniz sinking =pells, furching from financial crisis

1o financial crisis; without ever guile giving up the
ghost. Railroad cificials wanted desperarely o drop
the passenger service, but the substantial number of
commuters in Dung Acres [and up and down the
shore) were anxious that It should continue. In this

" already tense situaticn, the Fresident of the South

Share, James MeCahey, dropped his bombshell in the
lake summer of 1967, The new marshalling vard for
Bethlehenwould be located directly across Mineral




"

Springs, Today we can be held up at that point by one
train switching imagine that multiplied by up to twelie, _

Town officials conferred with MeCahey, thoush
o noavail Judae Luther Swygert, Chief Judae of the
15, Circul Caurt of Appeals in Chicage (and & year
round resident at 4 Share Drive), was enlisted to be
rart of the negatlating team for the town. Jirm Halley,
Fresident of the Town Board, was adamant that the
railroad wauld have o build an overpass over the
_marshalling yard. But
plans were also drawn
1o build an alternate
mad out ol town,
running down Fing Lane
to Porter Beach and
then to Waverly Road.
By mid-July of §
- 1968, the Town Board, .
fealing completely
bloeked, decided to
seek advice from the
Fark Service. Events
then took a surprising
and distressing turn. |
Far from being helpful,
the Park Service.
revealed that they
themselyes were
considering closing and
climinating Mineral
Sorings Road 5o as to
restore the integrity of
the bog, {The beavers
and their dams were
sympathetically
menticned]. Theay
proposed a new exit
from Dune .ﬂcrés.again

down Plne Lane. Ata [t W,

mesting of the Lakeshore Advisory Commission on

November 22, 1968, attended by Town Board member

[xan Jenking and Judze Swesert and Ann Sims 25 well,
the Commission "requested the National Park Service
T give igh pricrity. oo the-construction of an altsrnate
access road for the Town of Dune Acres. [tis desirmble
that Mineral Springs Rosd bé remened o restors the
full ecelegieal inteprity of Cowles Bog." It was pointad

out at the meeting that the Commission's
recommendations were generally adopted and
impleménted by the Matlonal Park Service.
- 5o what happened nest? Why Is Mineral Sprines
still there? Nothing happened. Absolutely nothing. A
new Superintendent of the Mational Lakeshore arrived -

" shorty after the mesting. Dan Jenkins asked him akbet

the projectand the Superintendent replied that he had
never head of it About the same time, the Soulh
Shore found that,
caontrary to all previous
protestation, it could
move the freight yard
further west, leaving
Mineral Springs Foad
unobstructed, It was
widely believed that
Jjudee Swygert and his
old friend Senator Birch
Bayh had & hand in this
result.
.Thus rthe great
marshalling yard crisis
came to an abrupt end
to .the Town's
satisfaction, and Mineral
Springs Road still stands
as cur link to the cutilde
world. What happened o
§ Fassenger service an the

South Shore remained of
§ vital concern to local
residents. Things wera
nat rosy for & whils
Service was curtailed in
1971, In 1973-1974, the
‘rdailraad sought
permission to drop
4 pu.ss&:ne;cr Service east
of Gary. But federal and state subsidies were in the
offing, and those sovernmental prosrams were the
salvation of the commuter servics. Down the line lay
the Merthern Indiana Commuter Transportation
District, Eventually there were even new cars, not very
attractive or camfortanle as iurned cul, but sgll all
talk of dropping passenger service stopped. As a
pastscript, later on the Rune Acres stop was eliminated.
But then vou can't have everything, ]




Chapter X

The Bailly Nuclear Plant

. In August of 170, the residents of Dung Aores were
Fared with anather sericus problem Esuing from thelr new
indizstrial nelghbors, The Marthern rdiana Public Service
Company applied ta the Atomic Energy Commissian far
 alicense o bulld rixclear powered plant at its Bailly site

This aroussd & variety of negative reaclicns in Town far a -

variety of reasans. There was a <eclain amount of fear
ameng some residents of radiatan fram a meclsar plant
eyven when it was working will. There was fear of accident,
although this was befons the accidents at Thres Mis island
and Chernaby], The possibility of evacuating Dune Acres
in casesaf an accident was chviously nil, 25 anyane who
waited for a break in Bethlehem Steel raffic a1 shift time
was aware [this was before the traffic light was inatalled
“al the Bethlehem Steel gatel An impartant chiection for
sy peaple was envircnmental. The plant was designed
tey have two coaling towers, each tea stories tall, built an
the edge of Cowles Bog, Quite aside frem the pellution
of the Bog, thers was the regative impact of having hess
* tewers dominate the skyling at the sdae of the Mational

Lakashare, Same residents supported the nuclsar plant, -

convinged that nuclear energy was clean and s&fe, but
when & petition was circulated copesing It, ‘?Cluer cent of
the residents signad.

How [0 appase it was a firly Llﬁmph.':atﬁd matter.
The decision as towhether the plant could he built lay

with the Atomic Energy Commission. The AEC's:
procedure wes to appaint & tiree person beard composed

“of Izarpersand scientists o conduct tooal nearings. AL

theasn theatility would demanstrate n dletail how the plant
wid 1o he built and operated. 1f the board wes persuaded
Uit all was in arder, a Beensge for construction would be
pranted, Criginally there was na oppartunizy for the public
b participate in the hearlngs, bus by 1990 individuals or
greups wha could show that they would be affected by
the plant were allowsd to take part &5 intervenars' with
the right to present winesses and data and bo cross
exarning witnesses of the wdlity, I was, in other words, a
legal procedure. designed to assess mosty scientific
evidence for amd agalnst the plant, ;

Ed l.'_'ls.d.nn whe lived at 92 West Road, had been
studving the issie of nuckear DOWET SinCe NIPSED first
shawed an inkerest in itin 1967, He wes a graduate enginssr
and a lawyer, a parmerin & large patent [z firm in Chicago.
He had also had some direct experience with the
‘management of an electrical utiliy company. He and his
wife Ruth hied been active in the Save the Dunes Councl

for many years. His study convinced him that nuclear
power was hazardous and environmentally threstening,
and he determined to seek intervenar's stams in the
proceedings. But he nesded suppeat. A numiber of Town
residents urged the Tewn Board o Lake an active role,
The Baard belleved, however, that it wias inapprapriate for
the Tawn &5 such b become invalved, They suggested
that thase oppasad should form & citizens arganizatan
1o do 90, S0 & group.of four residents issued & call for an
organizational meeting at the Fire Staticn in [anuary, 1972,
These faur were Morman Burns, Professor of Education
at the University of Chicaze s executive director of the
Nerth Ceniral Accrediting Asscelation: Lecnard Conkliln,

a salesman for the R.R. Deanelly printing firm in Chicago:
- James Crelghtan, General Supetintendent of the Bethlekem

steel works at Burns Harbay, and [ames Mewmart,
Chairman of the History Departmentat Indians University
Merthwest, The mesting packed the Fire Station and the
graup voted to farm the Concerned Citizens Agrinst the
Eailly Muclear Site (site, not plant, tohring in those who
favered nuclear energy bul not gt Raillyl. Ed Osznn and
Jares Mewmar ware elecled co-chairmnen and forunately
Mildred Warner agreed to serve as Treasunar, Mildred wans
a highly vislble and respected fgure in Town, and, as head
of Dune Acres Real Estate, knew and was known by
eyepvane, Mo oiher officers were elactad then or ever, but
the conveners [Burns, Conklin, Creighton| plus Richard
Smith served &s an advisary board to the officers through
the vears. Anyone whe supporied it wss a member df the
Concerned Citjizens, and slnce almost evaryone in

did, the Concerned Titizens was essentially Dune Acres
1 In arms sgainst the Bailly slie, - ;

Ed ©sann did the legal work. The task of the
Cancermned Ciizens was teTaiss funds ta suppart him. Ed
was hacked up by Herb Read of Furnessville befare the
AEC, and the local chapter of the Isasc Waltom Lieague,

i which Herb was active, joined the apposition. But nelher -

the League nof the Save the Dunes Council (alzo against

the site) had any money at this point, and it was clear -

from the beginining that Dune Aoes [throush the Concerned
Citizens| woukd have o pay the Bills.

It was also clear frem the beginning that all of this
wonld cost a great deal of money. [ the carly days, [ames

Hewmzn and Farwell Smith, a weekend resident an West
Road, mrned far help and advice to a Chicage graup [af

which Farwell was a directar) which had been irched in
several previous licensing procedunes=the Businessmen

-. ‘E.-




for the Public Interest (B.PL). The experts a1 the BRL save
them the disheartening news that this affair was not 2aing
10 e settled quickly but would typically go on [or years
and oSt at least 5150,000.00. The twa men fram Duns
* Acras were stunned: hear could it be possible o raisa
3150,0000007 Undaunted, the Concerned Citiens deciéed
1o proceed one step al a time. The initial goal was o raise
525.000.00. There were 120 houses in Dune Acres. Each
supporing family was asked Lo cantribute 325000, The
FirsE drive in 1972 brought in S19,00008. A secand drive
was hekd in 1973-7 and raised $15.000.00 mare. Eventually

more than $50000.00 was raised In Dyne Acres.

Thiswas in suppart of Ed Gsann's effarts Befare the

A E.C hearing beard, paying for ranscripts of the lengthy
proceedings, for bringing In expertwimessas, for hpdraulic
tessing of Cowles Bag, and eventually far & small haurky
fee for Ed Osann, whoese flirm protested his long
imvolvement on a pro feno (that is, freel basls, Edcarried
on his wiork at his firen, daing that wark: In the early hours.
of the morning belore gelng on 10 the A EC hearings.
The hearings began in October, 1972, and the
Concerned Citizens, the Porter County Chanter of the
Jsaac Walton Leaaue, and Osann, Mewman, and Mildrad
‘Warner as individuals were admitted to-particlpate as
Intervenars (the group known frem then on as the [aint
Intervenors), The hearings were held intermittantdy fram
October, T2, until Movemoer of 1573, with sixty-Tive days
of hearings. Tie hearings were held four days a week.
masty in Valparaisa, and Ed Osann was present at each.
As attorney for the Joint Infervencrs, he interagated
NIPSCO witnesses and also called sxperts from the
University of Chicago, Purdue and Valparaiso to testify
against the =it In spite of all efforts, the AEL, hearing
board granted the license an April 5, 157, The hearing
board had besn Blatantly pro-nuclear and skeptical
[although pleasantly sa] about evidence presented in

had to keep changing its construction methods and
withour success. In 1975, the Cancarned Cilizens were
pranted a permanent injuncticn against KIPSCO'S [atest
effart by the 115 Cirouit Court of Appeals. NIPSO0 ook
this ta the LS. Supreme court which reversed the Circuit
Court and allowed MIPSCO to procesd in 1976, But even
with two assists from the LS, Supreme Caurt, MIFSCO
coukd notoonstruct an adecuate faundztion for its reactor.
Finglly, in 1981, the utility, still trying after seven years to
put in a foundation for the plant, was confronted with -
atill another failure, and gave up-fe effort, It announced
that it was abandaning its effort to’ go nuclear. :
I thee Jong run, the Concerned Citizens having last
marty battles, won the war by attrigon. The striale went

L an from 1972 to 1981, In gl the intervention did cost, as

the BRI had predicted, about 3150000:00 As time wenk
on, the Save the Dunes council was able ta help as did
the stateJevel [saac Walton league. In the end, residents
of Dune Acres, the Save the Dunes Council and the League
cach contributed about 550.000.00. Many individuals
threughout the duneland region responded to periadic
appieals fran ane group of ancther. Throughout the effort,
the Businessmen for the Piblic Interest provided suppart
sarvices and in the late seventies took over much of the
legal work. Indesd, 25 public opinion turned against
nuclear pawer in the |ate seventies, the Concerred Citizens
wers joingsd if the Intervention by the Steel Workers Urnion,
the Cily of Gary, and the State of llinais. For the first
tirmie, o0, an actlvist groug. the Bailly Alliance, was formed -
ane carried gut demansirations in Hammond, Gary and

* elsewhere. The incldent at Three Mile lsland in

regard to safety and environmental problems.

The feht against the Bailly site did not end with the
granting of the lleense, [t had, in fact, onby begun, The
[oin Intervencrs appealed to the .S, Circuit Court of
Appeals in Chleaga in September, 1974, That Court ruled
that the hearings had heen deficient in one impartant
respect and canceled the licenss. This begal victary led to
a large celshratory banguet held at the Clubhouse.
Hewesver, MIPSCO &t once appealegl 1o the U5, Supreme
court, which cverturned the decision of the Court of
Appeals, MIPSEC now had & clear field to construct a
plant and:hegan preparing the site. But the task wened
ol 1o ke bevand them. At every state of site preparation,
they ran into problems. And at every stage, Ed O=ann and
the Concarned Citizens were in court bo make therm da ik
right, requiring thern to stop polluting Cowles Emg, and
from using, far example, pilings that were unsafe. NIFSCO

el

Pennsylbvania in 1579 had its effect and when the Cherneby]
disaster accurred later on, the residents of Dune Acres
could feel that the Bailly effore had indeed been justified.

It was a long haul fram 1990 to 1981 Throush the
crucial sarly vears, Dune Acres residents pursued and
paid for the effort with lictle mere than moral support
frm autside - Residents raised the maney and Ed Osann

warked doggedly, risking his career, in dpposition 1o

MIPSCE and its large legal staff. Eventually, there was
musch outside help, legal, financial, sven demonstations
in the sireets. And eventually the longtimes, autecratic
management at NIPSCO departed, making way for
environmentally sensitive leaders with whom Dune Armes
has since had excellent reladons. 2

pune Acras was threatened in the sidies and
seventies by & marshalling yard and & nuclear plant (not
te speak of a reEing lake). Bul we wan, We can leave town
crassing the bog on a stilkstanding Mineral Springs Eoad
t Highway 12, and we have no prablems with nuclear
plants ar ten-story coaling Lowers knoming cver Cowles
Fog. Persistence pays.




Chapter XI
- Politics,-Civic Improvement and tﬁe
' Lakeshore (Again)

The decade of the seventies was a time of Ferment
nationally and locally. It brought to Bune Acres, among
athernctable events, a local manilestation of the Ferninist
mavemnent, Women had always played & prominent part
in Dune Acres communicy life, but none had sau.ghf
elective afflce in own sovernment since the early <ayvs,
In the Town election af 1571, an Envirenmentalist parcy
pat forth a slate of candidates composed of Lee Muskrat
and Ruth C=ann for the Board and Ledize Edwards for
Tawn Cleck. They fled in opposition to the ysual all-
male slate of the Dune Agres Farmy which had dominated

- all electians for vears. Since town elections were sekiom
contested, their entering the race I itsell was something
af a statement and in some degree a_confrontation.

‘Maone of the women was elected, but as Ruth Gsann
Later commented, "it broke the ice”. By the next election,
the Envirenmentalist Farty had dizsappeared, but [ean
Spraaue sela new procedent 25 the firstwarnan namines
for the Board of the Dune Acres Farty, She was the first
of a geries of women Lo serve on the Town Board in this
peziod; Mary Ann Tictthe (1560-1983), Faith Halley | 1584-
1987, Margaret Dayle (1985-1987), Sharen Srder (::'g"ﬂﬂ-

19311 In addition. Marie Jenkins was elected in 1984 as®

the first warman W serve as Clerk-Treasurer, The Town
has been enriched by this enlargement of the poal of
candidates for public affie.

- Another event of the period with far reaching
Cansequenes was the establishmens of the Dune Acres

- . Civic Improvement Feundatlon in early 1985, There had

bean a long tradition «f funding civic enterprises by
voluntary contributions, espectally necessary since the
financlal resources of the Town were limited. The
Foundation regularized whar had been an ad hx practice,
providing an ongoing institution threugh which civic
prejects coukd be financed and carded eut. The impstus
fiar the Foundation came [rem resident lames Hopper,
then a Dean at the University of Chicago School o

Business, Hopper had extensive experience with-fund-
raising. He had an enthusiastic cohart in his neighber,
rdary Ann Tictle. The first meeting of the Foundation
Board was held an February 1T, 1965, Mary Ann Titte
was elected President and lames Hopper, Vice-Pragicant

Ramona Gatevwood was the first Treasurer and Gregary

Miles the first Secretary. Mernbers of the Tawn Brard
were (o be ex affide members of the Board, and there
were ning appainted members, The first project for the
Foundation was at cnce evident. Lake Michisan was at

a new high, dL‘E-L{.“_\.'lI'Ig beaches, eroding cliffs, and- i

washing out Begch Drive, For several years -the main
congern af the Foundation was raising funds T protect
the shoreline and Beach Drive, Alvezd loomed an even
mare ambitioes project=rehabilization of the Clubhouse.
The building had recehved foutine maintenance throwgh
the years, but now jts condition was bevand the patch
level. Major repairs and even partal rebuilding were
necessary. Working with the Town Board and the Soeial
Committes, and with enthusiastic and generous support
EFam  the B
townspeople,
the foundation |
funded and &5
directed the
praject from
its heginning
in 1989, The
major wWark  The Chaiois v oAy e imi e o, i 1900,

was comnpleted by the end of 1991 and was celebrated

at a late afterncon musicale &t the Clubhouse on

December &th. Billed as A Holiday Concert by -

Candlelight: a Celsnration to Benefit the Clubhouse
Eestaration’, it presented Mary Stolper (flutiss with the
Grant Park Orchestra and a resident on Beach Drive)
and her colleague, Stephen Harlman, a harpist, This
was the first of the series of now traditdonal Foundation
Heliday Benefjts at the Clubhouse,

Meanwhile, Dune Acfes was still experiencing th
impact fram its two powerful, new neighbors, each with

* ft= own needs toserve Industry had hrought such minor

ranzlls as the beavers and the alewile preslem and wery
seriows ones like the South Share marshalling vard and
the proposed nuclear plant at Bailly. The Mational
Lakeshore had not thus far been serously disruptive.
Trix, it had taken almost W0 acres of undeveloped land
within the Town limits bt that was anticipated [0 1968
the local Park Service administratar hoped to close

Miners! Springs Rosd but that plan hed been dropped.




[See Chapter [X] But in the mid-seventics, the Lakeshors
_ hecame a major problem to the town and created a
TEW CTISIS. 5 ;

The trauble came a5 & surprise since both Eloyd
Fithian, then cur Congressman, and Senator Birch Bayh
Were anxious to limit Park expansion. Each stated
explicithy and firmly that they wished to estzhblish
permanent boundarkes for the Park and put to an end
local uneasiness throughaut Duneland about further
expansion. Al g public meesing in Beverly Shores in
Drecemnber of 1977, Fithizn stated strangly thas the Park
Expansian Bill of 1577 would be "the last Park legislation
That Billineluded no provisions cancerning Dune Acres.
Although it did not pass the Senate in 1978, it was
reintroduced in 1995

In those same vears, however, the Park Service

“was baking an independent and apgressive tack. In 1977,
the Park Supesintendent, lames Whitehead, fiad a
detailed conversation with the Porter Town Manager.
reporied in the Chestertan Tribune. Whitehead stated
that the Fark Service planned to make & strong efforf
1o @oguine the Porter Beach area, all of Dune Acres, all
the land along Highway 20 from Highway 439 eastto a

" road two miles into Pine township, and the MIPSCO
greenbelt. Significantly, Whitehead said that planning
fior the Park had shifted rom Congress to administrative

‘control by the Mational Park Service. (This al the very
time of Congressman Fithian's bill limiting Park
expansion.) He explained that the Park Sarvice received
revenues fram off-shars oil leases [F900,0000000 2 year)

=0 that no Conressional Authorization wasnecessary.
He later presented this plan o the Dune Acres Town
Board and to a town mesting.

The reaction in Dune Acres was immediate, [n
Decernber of 1978, 8 committes to 'Keep Dune Acres
Ot of the Park” was formed with Joe Themas fa sscond
geseration resident and like his father Ray a lawyer in
Gary| as chairman, The committee of fourteen members
circulated petitinns calling for Dune Acres fobe excluded
and 97 per cent of theurespondents signed (80 per cent
of the residents respanded). All of this was In anticipation
of & move against the own.

That mave came in 1979, not directhy from the Park
Service but frem Cengress and not feom our Congressmasn
Bt oddly friom & representative fram Calildrmia, Coneressman
Fithian had reintreduosd his Park Expansion Blll of 1578, which
_established permanent Fatk boundaries and did not affect
Dune Acras. It was moving as expected through the House
Interics Affairs Committes. Unaxpectadly, the COMEressman
fram California intraduced an amendment to inclede sisty-
Four geres and eight houses in the west 2nd of Dune Acres in

the: Fark, How this happened &5 not clear, but the mave was
“cartainhy weloosmed by the Park Service, The amendment was
accepted by the Committee and the Expansicn Bill
subsequently passed by the House included that provision.
Wich remains to b cx.plmr.cd abaut these avanls lroam
13T eo BA0. The Indiana delegation 1 Congress was explicit
abaut limiting Park expansion. Cn the other hand, the Park
Service, at least through 1t= spokesman, lames Whitehead,
appreared resndy and thosht itself capaile of pursuing its own
ambitious coursa for expansion with no need for Conamssonal
approval, When the issuc came up in the Houss ol -
Reprazentatives In 1479, a8 congressman from California
Intradueced & detailed plan far taking the west end of Dune
Acres, which he probably had never s2en. Buc snill an the odd
slde, If he was acting for the Park Service, why did he offer
such a limited proposal? What had happened o raking all of
Porter Beach and Dimne Acres? Many questicns remzin for the
historian to works oyt &t some poing, probably through Par
Servics docliments, Alany rate, Bune Acres was incledad in
thees 1979 bill, in & way that would have crippled the Town bt
without including all af itin the Park a8 earlier rembles had
poricnded. el :
The Park Servica's meotive Tor wanting to take the West
-Emd was sirnple: The extsting Park already included il the [and
wast of Dune Acres e the NIFSCD Bailly Plant as well as
Cowles Bog. These |ands were amang the most significant
and unspailed fn the Park, but thers wis no sooess to them
ewcept from the beach. The Park planners had in mird Building
aparking lot at the end ol West Rossd i be reached by entering
Dune Acres on Minersl Springs and then procesding down
Weast Road. Mot caly woukd the Town lose soo-four acres and

* eight houses but all contnzl cver maffic Inte te Town, Mareovar,

st Road was et kil 1o handle heavy rafic fespecially not
the: tour busses the Fark Service conternplated using) and
watild hane 1o be widenad with all the destruchion thaz weuld
wntail - :
‘Tewn officizals and several involved Individuals
cetermined that the best response to the amendment
was 10 offer an soceptable, alternative means of access
1o the parkkands to e West. This was the centerpiece
of & sophisticated campaign directed at Congress to
drap the West End amendmest. This was organized and
rﬁastcrmi!'lded-tvg.r Dion Reuben, & lawyer whose haome'
in the West End was included in the bill. Renben was
one of the mest distinctive and colerful personalities
active in Dune Acres in recent times.  He had his awn
lzow firm in Chicago and represented such cllents as the
Chicago Tribune and the Catholic Archdiocese of
Chicaso. He was frequently reterred Foin the RIess as
“the mast powerful man in Chicage” Now he brought
hig talents, experience and contacts in Washington to
bear on the West End amendment. At his cwn expense
he engaged the Boges firm in Washingtan, reputed to




be the most powerful lobbyises in the capital, 1 repeésent.

the Town Anelaborate brochure was prepared, entitled,
Zave Eight Million Dollars. Preserve a Town! [Eight
million dollars belng the assessed valuation of the
preperty to be takenl. It was presented as a proposal
1o the, Congress of the United States from the Town of
Dune Acres. The brochure was handsome and

persuasive. It included a counter proposal from the |

Terwn which would solve the Park's aceess prablem
lameds west of Dune Acres. The Town's proposal affered
an easement on Town park property, tha is, an Golf
Conrse Road, that would aliow foot traffic to the west:

In eacly January of 1980, Mike Harris, the Town
Artorney, and.Bob Hartmann, immeediate Past Presicent,
taok the brochure ta Washineton and flled it with the

Senate subcommittes as it took up the bill.

During A0, the Town Board, Don Reuben, Ray
Titlle, Chalrman of the Plan Commizsion, and others
pushed thiz alternative to a takeover, The Senate,
fortunatehy, was not in favor of the West End amendment
amd did ot include it in their version of the Park Bill
Bt this would have left the issue to be resolved by &
conference committee of the House and Senate. By
s L the Lakeshare ared the Town were both anxious
1o resalve the issue belors iU went to Confersnce. The
Lakeshaore was'wiﬂing to accept some versian of the
Town's propesal for atcess. ;

A mesting was arranged for representatives of the
Town and the Lakeshare o negotiale an agragment.
an Sepmmb-er 9, 1960, Gregory Miles, Town President,
‘and Michael Harris, Town Allorney, met with Fark
superintendent Whitehouse and Dale Enguist, his

assistant. Especially through Harris' efforts, an.

. agreement was reached. Consequently the sixty-four
zcres were dropped fram the Park Bill which was passed
by bath Houses in December of 1980,

But this did not, in fact, sertle the matter ance the
time came to implement tHr:' SEptémbcr agrieement.
The local Park pecple had agreed as part of the
settlernent that the Park Service would agree never to
take further land in Dune Acres. The Park Servics saliciar
sguashed this on grounds that the sovereignty of the
Federal Government could not be encroached on by
such a limitation on its future actions. Witout this
guarantie, SUCCessive Town Boards taok no scien 1o
implernent the agreement. On the Lakeshore side, the
proposed easement over Town land rned cut notto

" be fezsible. Without ownership of the fee simple, federal
funds eould not ke used for improvements, In fact,
Interest in access to the west had Eutid-:‘:nhi caaled

down. In the rest few wears, bath Town and Lakeshore
raised the issue from fme ta time but without much
UrgEncy. : e
ol eors residents felt strongly that the Town was
honor bound to impement the cammitment 1o provide:
access to the west. By 1987, nothisg had been done far
seven years, and Mike Hatris, who hed negotiated the
agreement, pressed the Town Board for compllance,
In December of 1967, 25 lts term was coming ta an end,
the Town Baard finally resalved the prabilern by dropping
the idea of an easemant, reraining title to &l Town land
but designating arcas [or parking, roadway, and &

" walkway behlnd the Marshal's office to acm:m_:iodme

nark visitors. At the reguest of Del Wilkes, President of

‘the incorming Board, the effective date of the resclution

wis st at May |, 1988, This allowed the new Board time

.to inform residents of the plan by letters in their

mailboxes and to hold a public mesting on the lssue.
Mere than half of the househelders attended the
meeting. The prevailing view was that the new plan
should be adopted. As it was &n M:ay 1, 1968

Wany residents feared that the parking lot would
bring & constank stream of visitors inte town: The
pasalblliny of school busses was often raised. [n the
event, nothing untoward resulted. The parking lot has
heen used a good deal- and visitors are often seen
walking along the bog on Mineral Springs or crossing
oner fram the fot to Golf Colrse Road. More recenthy,

_MIFSCO has donated their Grean Belt to the Fark,

prowviding anather access ta the west with parking In
the ald Seuth Share parking kat. Through all this, another
prablern was successhully selved.

At this point (1993), industry, the Park, and Dune
Acres seem to have settled inte a more mature and.
settled set of relatianships, Through almest five decades,
the Dune Acres community faught t maintaln its helkd
on & small partien of the Lake Michigan shore much
coveted by wery powerful forees, It net only has
succeeded but succesded with grace and honor. No
section of the Indiana Dunes is better praserved in its
natural state than that in Dune Acres. Mo other
Comme n'irg,.- offers as much 12 its residents ar expects -
2t rouch Fram ther, Willkam Witk and the other Eounders
cauld hardly hawe beligved all U‘uaf_their e owm wionld
experience (i lts first seventy-five years. They would no
doubs be surprized and pleased to see their comrnunity
today. i

THE EML




The notes for each chaper which fallow are intended
10 5Erve Twio purposes. First, they indicare the scuree of fhe
information in the chapter. Second they cantain sdditonal
ormiation that either wouldn't fit inte the Body of the text
i that we received too late t Incorporate inte the finished
LEKL

Irdispenzable sources for the history have been the
minutes of the Town Boand imese recently the Town Councll)
amnid other town reconds (Butlding Permils, for cxamplel The

iless caf thes Social Committes and other commissions and
Sanvni s are also larme and helpful

The Richardsen Sanctuary hes a largs collection of |

early phetographs and ather materlzl about the Dine Acres
areq-befare 192% It also has & blography in manuscriot of
Willizm ared Fikara Richardson, early naturalists in the dunes.
The archives of the Prairle Cluk hewe bean depasined with
Westchester Public Library In Chesterstan, (Margaret Dayle
hias made a video from Praide Club materials which is
“ailable at the library)
When the Historical Commission began gathering
imaaterials For the Dune Acres Archives [and ewentualls for
this history in the B&0S and KH90's, there were many residents

and others who hiad been here since the end of Warld War

1l {arad-a few from before that time). Thus there are taped

intervicws and reminiscences oo supplament the official

recoads, In additon. residents marned aur 1o e saved all
sorts of things that are now wonderful 19 have: anpual
tebegshane directories, Mildred Warner's annual real estape
newsletters, the Beachoomber In its varicus incamations es
well a5 notices of meetings, Invitations 1o parties, clever

hand drawn maps af ‘how to get ta cur house' Several kept |

voluminoes files of newspaper articles and other dara in
régard tox the Save the Dunes movernent, the successive
Dauglas bills on the Lakeshore, an the Bailly Muclear Site,
the park Expansion Bill of 1980, Especially valuable are
personal letters usually 1o members of Congress about
pending legislation but also hastly scrfbblad notes from one
resident to ancther abaut some matter ol Lown business.
Thiss histary has attempted as far as possible @ bring ngether
the cammunity's recollection of Iks past. Bub il inevitably
redlecis the experiences, observations and reflections of its
authces, Margaret Doyle, who came to Dune Acres in 1953,
and lamas Newman, who became a weskend resident in
160 and moved here fulk-time 01995, :

MNotes to Chapter [

© Mote #1: Allof the decumants cancerning the purchase by
William Wirt [ram Henry Leman., the Incompesation of Dune
Acres, [ncorporated. the ebection o form g town, and the
estabishment of the Town of Duns Acres may be aonwnisnty
found in an abetract of ttke for-the purchesed land, & copy of
that abstract donatsd by Mrs, Milan Camille) Mosgan i in the
Duane. fcres archives. The crlginals ara in the Porter County

0

A word about the Chapter Notes...

Revoedes's alfice in Valpamisa

Note #2: Aoccoding Lo Lhe Ches on Tribune [December 4.
1522], Leman had been consldering offerings ler his property
*for industrial purpeses.” The authar af the article congluded,
“it bikcks sy further industrial devalopment alang te laksshore
except where the Inland Stes! Company has acquired it
hpldings ¢

Mote #3: The unhaated cabins In undeveloped dinelands
roraimed In sonne cases wotil the 195005, AL that tme, a camper
could ges aff the Soath Share at Wilsan or Baillybowr v take
a jitney bus o ks cabin on the shore, [n Dusie Acres, cabins on
the site wers allswed boremain and be vsed sfter the town was

Ancorporated. Clarence Elder. ina taped interview in the Bune

Acres Archives, remembers renting such a cottage on the
lakeside and of East Road in the 19302 It had no murming water
of indoor plambing, Ml of these temporary houses went by
gl e of the [ast wes the Richardsan cabin on West Biosd
When Flona Richardson was cldeiy she builk the present house
on the Sanctuany slre and wished 1o keeg the cabin cverlooking
the beach which she and her hushand had bulk decades helore.
The new zening cedinance did pet allow for b houses an one
sile and she was required to demalish the cabin In
preservation minded age that cabin shoukd no doubs hae been
allowad o stand a5 valuabla evidarce of an earlier period of
settement.

Notes to Chapter II

Mote #1; Willlam Wirz, the principal figurs in Dune Acres
develapment, was from & farm family of the sillage of Markle
ineastern [ndiana. Born in 187, e attended high school
Blulfuen, went to Depavs Unfversiy for teo years and returned
to Bluffton a5 Superintendent of Schaals (sich were the
aducaticn standards of the dayh He then returned 1o Depauw
for hiz degree and returmed o Blufioon. He came to Gary In
106, age 32, and alrcady known as an innovatar. His new
curriculs and programeming of the school divy became known
s the Gary System and wer famous natdonaly, Raonibd Ceban,
Children of the ML Schooling and Socisty in Gary, Indiana,
19001960, [Indiana University press, 1990) has much materdal
an Wirt and the syztem he developed. Wirt chose for his home
In Dune Acres the commanding site at 7. East Rosd.
Uinfortumately, the house he butl bumed within a shert tme.
Ancther kog house was built on the site In 5950 by Liovd Stewre,
Treasurer of the Universizy of Chicaga. That hovse also barned
In 1965, exactly 40 years to the day after the anginal Fire,
according o Rhods Steera. In B934 his Dune Acres neiahbor
Mary Bennels Srpcder (wife of Burgess Sryder) provided a livde
sketch of Wirt in her column In the Chicago Daily Mews,
descrisieg hisn 2= of middling height and someshat overweight
“more like & countrypentieman than a schoal adininistrator. be
does not strike me as the sort of man e whem | waould rush
with an emotional tangle. I'd want first 1o siaightan my-Hair,
adjust oy hat and order my thoughts, for it |5 easy o see he




has né use for muddlahesds | Dr Wict is as impersonal a5 a
_ ¥ogi,WNone of his pleasures inteiferg with the constant working

ol his brain® |Cahen, Children_of the Mill p. 154).
Mote ¥2: Colanel Meluon and Hasry Hall hulll!‘lnms sicha by
sideat 4 and & Shore Drive. Hareg Hall loft a bricf, but valeabbe
rremneir < his e which s now Inche Calumet Regional Archives.
Mdrs. Hall chose the name 'Dune Acres' for the new toen, Thelr
prandscns. Kichard and Robert Reartek, miuch later built housas
nextdonr o sach cther at | and 7 Lindzn lane: Richand's widow,
[aan, and Roeberts sons, Tim and David, reside in the Emity
houses. Robert's daughter Margie married a Chellburg.
extablishirg a connection with Maomi Chellburg Studebaker
and the Studebaker lamih: -

Mate #3: H.ESroder. S wes bors ina small town in Ohio ared
was graduatcd from Yale Univarsity, He came to Dune Acres
after the fourding, Bbut became Bresident of Dune Acres,
Incorporared, succeeding Willam Wirt. He and his brothes
bq;l.lg_l'q_rhc G\.‘ll’! FJ.!er\:inEP'.:nxl in 190 whl;:p Fez weas 3 vears okl
He wis edicar ard then publisher of the paper that becasea the
X Gurr Poast-Tribiane Hea built the house at 22 Oak Lares, When hie
was almost fIfty wears old, e mat Mary Rennels, Book Editor
af the Maw York Weeld, aca pl.i'bliﬁl'mr::' carsenton in Bew Yok
They were married the same weekend. After moving o Cune
Acres, Mary Rennels Smader worked for the Chin._—ggg Dl i\h:ws
- lor several years in the 1930, then alter Warkd War [, started
abook page in the Sunday Gary Post Tribune, Their son HE.,
Ir.. {beter known as Beeges) and his wife Sharan live at 15 Hill
Driver. Thee papsers af Burgess and Mary Smader are o the {:.all;rrr.u:
Feglonal Archives &t Indiana Unlversicy Morthwest, There = a
cotialogue of the Mary Sopder papecs in the Dure: Acres Archives,

Mote #4: |0 s Fest years Gary must have had somethice of
the charzeter of & frontier landrush towm Colonel Melon recalled
i?;l 1622 the pioneer l:|:r§.'.': when all sords of besinessmen had
flocked to Gary, many of whom were ‘here wday-and gone
I.{_:unurruw.' He saw Lhe cily lfﬁcnlnmg mare stafde in 1932, bat
maryy cchers mued the passing of the very condltiens that rraced
50, rmany hearty ':'sell'-edul:al:ad anlrepreneurs, [lames B, Lane,
Clty of the Century A Hissory of Gar',g Inchians, Indlana L]nmerguw
prass, 1678, poalL

Notes to Chapter III

Note #1; The Dune Acres Archives has & collection of publidzy
materials o the Guesthause and of menus lor the' Clhubbouse
from the pre-%ar period. The Social Committes presered the
Guasthibuse Register through the decades and it toc s now in
the Archives. The dining room was an the first flecrs of the
Cluthaouse, The second fioor was a lounge and the thicd floor
@ game: reom. There is sAll a shuffle board court padnted on the
fhoor o the third story. The furniture threogheut boih buikings
w5 rustc Some piecess are preserved in the Clubhouse, A chest
cof drawers was recently contributed to the Tewn by Mrs. Carol
Charepkn, & niece of Atk ohnson, the first marshal. Florenoe
fionies Hill, whose parants ran the Guesthouse nd Dinirg Room
Frozem 1333 tea 1996 (ared whe wars acresident of Bune Acres after

the War| iaz written a brief memair abour these lacilives, 1 s

now in the Dune Acres archiiees. The (ones family ook over the
cperation of the guest facilites for the 1932 scason, They found
bath Guastousa and Clublouse in miserable condition Mrs.
Hill describes the kichen: *The stove was a wood-burning
monates nstead of & refrigeranor, there was 8 cold storage
space belme groure lesel. The first summes we oparated und.cr'
these primitve ceaditlens. I it were not depresslon rmes, 1
diubt my Father could hens Lmuﬁeggluily' hired acook and a
walter. Mot urtl the second sumemer did we soquine & new stowe
and refrigeretor.® The Guesthouse was “drab and badby in need,
The coeporation did nes have tvo nickels to saraps togather so
they could not help fwards improvements” An enterprising
frequent visiton, Helen Law, orgenized & Wonte Carla Night, &
Fighly suseesslul lurd-seses, Colorul nes Varetizn blinds were
purchased as wens rag rungs for the bare concrate floors and
matching candlewick bedspreads. By 135, all roams ware

reserved for the summer befors the scasen began.

Mote #2; The pattern of life In town in this period &= reflected
in the axperience of Harey Hall ane ol the Eearpanatons, amd
hiz family &t 4 Shore Drive. The Halls lved In Gary, bus they
migved out te theis lag cabin an the beach in May and siafd
through Ccteber. The children were taken back and forth to
scheod in Gary during the school termelnesview with Mrs.
Katherina Hellfrisch. daughtar of Harry Hall. racorded on Apdl

13, 138 In the high sommes seasnn, there were monthy dances
at the Clubhoess, according to George Bannett, whn EREAA:

m. Dune Acras.

- Notes to Chagter [V

Maote #1; Informaton on the process by which the Frst Duns

Aere= Master Plan (that of 1959) evalved is contained in the file

* 1% Mastar Flan with Prelminary Saedics and Correspondence®
in the: Dune Acres Archives. Qther inlormaton in this chaprer

_ Is derived from the Minutes of the Mectings of the Dune Acres

Town Bourd and lrem perdonal reminiscencas. As for the
telephones, Dume Aorcs custemers were still on twe-party lines
kil sl thea end of the e v

Notes to Chapter V

Nate #1; The secticn on the socal committes 5 based on the
extangive reconds ol the committes now in the Archives,

supgemented by taped intervicws with Barbam Smith, Katherine ©

Washbuin, Elizabeth Rogers and Margarer Doyle.

Mate #2: The wormen in the pictuse wers the cammitlee fdr
zocial cocasion i 1972, They ane Mildned Warner, lean Sprame.
Katherine Washburn [Elder], Mary Alice Nawman, Guorgis
Craven, Barbara Smith. and Imegans Barns,

Mote #3:; Most.of the details about the greas fire of Kb are
fromn & bong news artice inthe Chesterton Tribune of March 24,
B2 Information an firefighting generally is culled from the
Town Bogrd minutes and frem perscnal recollections of
resiclents. Almaost ameone whe: was here in the 880 or before
has vivid memaries of the heavy and Intractable Indian Fire
Fighters ancd of the exparience [sometimes sery socal of fghbng
& fime.

J




Notes to Chapter VI

Mote #1: This chapter 15 based wery heavily on 2 statement,
It Fark Purchise Plan', drawr ug & few years after the evenis

“eleserived by Fachard |, Smish He was ane of thoss most actively

fvalved inonganizing and earrying cut the plan. Dok Smith was,
abeading flgure in all civic erterprises From K28 until his urtimely
death in the sarly 1570, The Archives have an extensive file
d.gt,allmg the p'roc\css by swhich the plan was evobved and how

© it wms carried cul.

- Notes to Chapter VII

Note #1:= Mary young Dune Acres pecple wene casualties of
the Wiotnam War in ways Lt cannot easily be assessed. One
Lrune Acres soldier was kiled In Vietnam: Wilson Halley, son of
larries and Faith Halley of Lindan Lane,

Note #2; A thorough sccountof the Part wersas Fark controversy
i5 by Koy Fraklin and Marma Schaeffer. Duel for the Dunes

Lang Use (_;c.nr'll:‘:t o bhe Sheres of Laks .‘\.".'if_'|§= ar | Univensiny
af Nliris peess, F83). Several Dune Acres residents have given
the Archives extersive collecions of newspaper 2lippings and
ather ilems selating to the Bougas bills. most impartantdy, 2
LOpy of the Chicago Daily News article of 1_Z|r11uh|:r 17, 1956,
critled "Heow Park Plan Passed the Houge” The Dune Aoes

* invalvement 2an be followed in the minutes of Town Board

meetings amd through the petitions. szatements of principle.
arguments intendad to persuade, and copies ol lettess to
congressoe irculated within thestown: in those years which
wicund upin the Archives. & wery ingorlant document i the
FEd reparl af the Blua Ribbon committes appainted by the
Tewn Baard and r_hairl:?d'h:,l Luthes Swygert. [t unanimausly
recommended that the Town support & madifled park bl

Mote #3: A number of Dune Acres resldents were actie in the
Sawe the Dunes Council, especially Ed and Futh Osann, Lois
Hewes and Ana Sims. Gertrude Conklin was the first Treasurer

of the aroug, S

' Notes to Chapter VIII

Note #1: The water level of Lake Michigan e been high in
1950-50. At that girnes, it washead car mest of Beach Drive. The
cwners of 1, 5, and 9 Beach Drive put in steel plings at that time
a5 did property cwners (rom 75 East Road to the RESTETN EOWN
line: o Dume Acres. When pilings were being put in, remnants ol
an okdar wall made of wecden pilings were fournd. The 19#50s

_ high water did not threaten houses further to the west, which -

word pratected by a broad Toredune, When the lake rose again

o in thee T2, it took cut that foredune and did threaten houses.

Almoss unifarmly, praperly cwners now put in steel retalning

. walls along the beach Ten vears later, the Lk level had sien

to a height rol contained by the 'T0s walls and further
reinfcrcenents wore added, n 1998, the foredures is rebuilding
in the West Bl e

Mate #2: Effars o contain damege o the shoreline from Lalo:

_ Michigan can b follkoed in the Minutes of the Town Board in

a file in the Cune Acres Archives which has correspondence

bedyaen lames Halkey and the Comps of Enginesrs. The Archives
alsz has acollection of lange scale photographs of damage done
ta East Beach and Beach Road denated by Faith Halley.

Mate #3: It should be roted that neither tennis nor iling was
rew bo Dune Acres in the 19705, The park and playground
developed taenty vears before had two wenns.courts which
ware widely us2d. A Dunas Yacht Club was activee in K50, with
members from hoth Dunes Acres and Poreer Beach. Races wene
braked el et In the. BIs o more tennes courks were e
by prablie subscription and @ great deal of attention was paid o
the game. On the beach, the "i0s hoats were Snipes and
Lightmings and Thistles. They were replaced in the '60sina |
resurgencs of interest in salling lwith races and & season snd
partyl by Sunfish and Lasers, ¥

Mote #4: The 1eenagers who ran the 'play scheol' wers Debby
Bannett (Wiegell and Caroline Lewis iKilboural.

Mote 45 Changes in the demography of Dine Acres can ba
fallowed dn an anrial newsletter put cut by Mildred Warner of
Taune Acres Real Estate from 1562 o 1372 and conlinued by
Shirley Hull and Sue Hareis from 1873 to 1952 and from tme oo
time since then, The Beachcomber fas had lour editors sinea
its first appearancs i May, 973, the Jatast of whom is Mancy
Flasiagar. z

Note #6; Recorded imteraws and pessanal reeallctiang phy

a slanificant part in reconsteucting this kind of history. i
- L -

MNotes to Cﬁi'lapter X

Mate 21: This chapter is based on Town Board Minutes,
inbzrviews with Dan [enking and Falth Halkzy and personal papers
ol Jarmes Haley in the Cune Acres Archives, Bersonal recollectiors

b also played their part. ; .

Moke #2: Th-:'phcntug,raph_'_nn page 23 15 orke of the old wagon
Lrzils, dating back to befors the astablishment of Dune Acres:
i waz ne doukt used 1o Casry QUL tmser in the [9th Century.
and as access to campers cabires befdre 1523, 1Lwas still clearky
defined in 1995, ;

Notes to Chapter X

Mote #1: hMaterials on the Concerned Citizens and the logal

acilons against the Bailly Muclear Site have been deposited in
the: Calumet Regional Archives at Indiana University Morthwest
fithe Edward Dsann papers, e [ammes Newman papers [which
include the papers of Mildred Warnes|l | Shavings, &
publication of the History Department at Indiana University
Morthwest, has an lssue devoted 1o full coverage of both the
Concerned Citizens and the Laver Bailly Muclear allianee.

Mote #2: While the townspeople of Dune Acres were fully
engaged in the Ballly lssuc, a new threat appeared. Cn Rovember
14, 1072, the Tewn Beend called & spacial mesting at the Cibhouse
10 discuss imnpending lawsuits agaimst the Town of Dune Acres™,
T mectice put asowead i mall boves concluded cmirushy, This
may be the most !rn'p{:lrt.:;.m happening in the history of our
“Towm,* Theslrwsits were beatight by n attormey fram Hamriaod,
Cwen W, Crumpacker, on behalf of himsslFand sversl reilives.




The Crumipeckess had for several genwraticors owned land south .

_ and wess of Dune Acres, betwren the swamp and the Yast Ead

subdivisions. There was ne acoess o their land By road bt
potentially there could be access along animproved Gall Courss
-Fead or through a lotlying akong Wess Road. The Toem, & (ks
edfert to develop public space in the Wess End bought the les
Thiz stirred sdr. Crumpacker Inta action. He had riever made
an effort o buy the kot buthe now offered to purchass it from
the Town. As it had been desionated parkfarcd, this wes not
prssible. Crumpacker declared that it was hiz intention to
develog a sand mine on his property and claimed to havwe Bozn
ceprived af his right to o se by the Town: His lawsuis asked
fizr 341000 In damages and. most eritically, contended that
“Uhee Town of Dune Actes had been impropery formed and
shald be declaned *not bo exiss * 1t wes estimated that defanding
thie Teown weotkd cost abeut 315,000, which the Town governmens
did mot have, Qince again, & cllzen's comimittes was formesd i
raise this sum, chaired kv Tom Washburn, retised Director of
 Guality Contrel for nland Steel The Town mesting had agreed
to a vohintary zssessment on the hasis of appralsed valuation.
Thes worked out (0 8 1.4% of asseszed valuation eoatribution
[ramaach pl‘rﬁpérly crarier. The defenss fljnd Was ralsed ',l.|1|h:u_t
amy trouble, But note that this was In same vears thal the
Concerned Citizens against Lhe Bailly Nuclear Sitz were also
‘ralsing thousands of dellars. The community weas truly undes
siege. The legal proveedings went on frem Novernber, 1973,
unil Miay 22, 1975, when the federal distict court in Hammond
ritled .wlinurCrllmpuvclimr. Five pears laker. in BT the Indiana
“Supreme Court disharned Craen Crumpeeer, e ming him a
"wickus, sinisler person.® ih&_hasi's ez this acticn and 'thlsl
‘characterization had nothing to do with the Dune feres suit,
bt evrbdy iy tevwn wiould b cisagrosd with that |udgment.
saterials on the Crumpacker suit may be fund in the
Criwmgsackes file of thee Dune Acres Archives and references
hera and thara in Town Board Minutes for 1973 ko 1975,

Notes to Chapter XI

Note #1r The sousces for inlarmation on the clection of B
angd the Environmenital pariy are to be found in an azeount in
the Chesterion Trisune suppkementad by persoral recollections.
A5 & village, Dune Acres wis not reguired to have Lickets put
up by the Demaeratic and Republican parties. This was once
proposed by the county office of Vater Reglstration and _
proveked a strongly negative resction from residents of all
party loyalties, [f was realized that bringing national party
ettachments intc Town elections would be both poindless and
disastrously divishe, contrary to the SplrlE of the commusity,

“The Dune Azres party which dominated town politics for zeveral

decides was @ rather mystenous Sffalr 1o moes residants. 116
chelces seemed (o emenge fom a mesting of prominent citizens
called "the caucus." The secets of the cavcus have yet to be
plumbed, :

Meibe #2; 43 for the Duna Aones Clvie Ingronesient Foundation,
founding members of the Foundation Board were Gertruds
Conklin, Tem Cornwell, Lecn Gardner, Eamoas Gatewnod,
!u|iaf|l3aldg|ni'h Faith Halksy, Babert Hartmann, fames Hopper, ©

Gragoey Miles, Jamms Mewman, Ed'_#a:d Cheann and i\:iar:lr Ann
Tritle. Cormwell, Halley and Hartmann were ex-offiche members
of the Town Board. & resshition autharizng the sstablishment
of the Foundaticn was passed by the Dune Acres Boand of
Trustees in December 1983, The Town Board acted as an

arganizng commities with assistance from Michse| Haress.

Town Attormey, and lames Hopper. o

Mate #3: The canflicz with the Hatonal Lakeshore aver acoess
ez therir progerty west of Dune ezt can Be followed from the
Town Board Minutes 2nd [rom & karge file in the Dune Aces
Archives An indispensable source for events from 1977 bo 188
1= an affldavitsworn by Town Atorney Michael Harris oo [uly
11, 1358, Both the Harris alTiceanit and the Brochure *Sa Eishi
Million, Dallars, Freserve the Town® ane in the Dune Acres
Archives. The brochure was writlen by Mike Harris, Hob
Hartmann and Leonand Conklin, Anather valuable summasy ol
EYRlS Ccan Do Iam]d in o memarandum wrig tqin by Sharen

Snyder and Ray Titthe dated Jure 1, 1985, in which they review:

coneialy the history of the propesed taking of the Wast End
anck the sgresment te comgromdse with a parking lotand sccess
den o ies-dinal implamentation in E8& =
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Appendlx

Tﬁe Dune Acres Natural Landsmpe

An Interview with Barbara Plampin

We here presenl much-edited and condensed
excerpis from a 1995 intervies with Barbara Plampin
about the natural history of Dune Acres. Baroara
Flampin of 18 East Road, was baorn in Michigan, but
gnent much of ker early life in Mew Mexioo. She is a
Ph.D. in English Language and Literature from the
University of Michigan and has taught at the Universily
of Chicago and Ilirods [nstituee of Technology. She is
bhest known locally as a nenprofessional but highly
knowledgeable botanist and lover of and expert on
the [unes. In this, she follows in the footsteps of the
Jate Lois Howes, who was her mentor. Formunately she
was able to annotate the ranscript of the interview
ftself after it was typed, In what follows, BP is! of

 ourse, Barbara Flampin, The other voices are those

of members of the Historlcal Commission, MD,

_ Margaret Doyle, and [N, James Mewman. Additional

infermation on this subject will be gransfully received
by either MC or I8 and added to the Dune Acres
Archives.

* * *

I Barbara, why don'l we start with whar the Dune
Acres atea would have looked lke before even the
aarly shacks were buill aleng the shor&rrrughlym the
late 19th century?.

BP: To go along way back, to the ezrly Hth century,
the dunes were apparantly covered by White Pines.
Bt there was extensive Jumbering, before and after

the Civil War. According to an account published in

1535, the pines along the wail we call Golf Course Road
were heing cut for lumber, After the pines came the

aaks, most of which are pretty young. The duncs ware

Tather bare, &5 many phoms in banks from the 5205
illustraze.

JM: Powell Moare in hls bc-r:&. The Calumet Region
says there was eitensive lumbering in the region, so
ruch so that a great pier stoad at Waverly Beach from
which they exported fimber to Chicago after the Clvil
War.

BP: There was encugh timber to build Chicago twice,
before and alter the Great Fire. From a study done by
scientists at the Mational Lakeshore, most of the
lumbsering was south of the marshland, especially east
of here at the present town of Pines where there was

z heavy stand of White Pine.
MD: You would say then that our dunes were prett'a'
hare in tha early Z0th century?

BP: If you observe, the present trees arcund here,
most of them are awiully small and among them are
a few widely spaced much larger oak trees, My guess
i5 that before the Town was established, thers were &

- few large oak trees and not much else. A study dans

by & Mational Lakeshore scientist found very few pre-
settlernent White Pines near Dune Aores, and nans in
towm.

Mz Exvery vear, probabiy in the sidlies, some residents
planted ping seedlings provided by the [ndiana
Department of Natural Resources. Hlﬂme along East
Road in front of Harrier Moore's (34 East Road) and
the Hartmann's [3 East Road) were planted then
There used to I;Je an gpen view across the blowour tl}
the wateT.

MD: ‘why did thew plant them? To hald the sand?
TM: 1 ot kneoa, Bat e-ﬂerﬁ spring thers would be a -

fiyer in the mailbox urging residents o pick up the

seedlings at the Flre Station and plant e [fyou
ok at the peirit where Exss Read curves o run down
to the Lake, the ptanzed pines are several 1ows thld:
a virtual grove,

BP: Mow Ie.SSlfI.B.d'n im there, Yoo might go éoan thers
and look o some woodland plants! Another way the
|andscape has changed is through the spread of cat
tails in Cowles Bog, According o a Mational Lakeshore

‘study, cat tail coverage increased belween 1941 and

1970 from 3.3 hectares to 3.7 hectarss and then from
1970 to K73 they really zoomed ahead from 9.7 hectares
to 32.3 hectares. [t was Lois Howes wha first called
their attention to how the cat talls were behaving,

MD: Now is that natural progressicn or did these cat
tails get introduced in some outside way?

BP: There were always cal Lails, but they hehaved
politely a5 | understand it that is, there were very few
of them, and they did rot proliferate and try o take
aver. S0 drainage and irklustry are thought o bethe
cauge of the great explosion the gearnetric progression. -

IN: 5o the native landscape has changsd a lot, even
in recent years. But what remains permanently
distinctlve about the flora of the dunes?




.BPr [r, Gerould Wilhelm of the Morton ;lrhorei_'ljm
speaks of the swamp forest south of the beardwalk
{wesn of the marshal's office] as having been "hers

. since the Pleistocene” and as ‘irreplaceable.” 1 think

the most rermarkable survival is that we still have here
in Cune Acres and throughout the dunes a crossroads
where plants charactesistic of very different ecologies
grow together: eg.. the desert plant, the Prickly Pear
Cactus. next to the Arctic plant, the Bearberry. Then
wa've got the Pitcher's Thistle, which is our most
digtinctve plant: it is on the Foderal [ist of threatened
plants. It has a western cousit, so it has moved here
from the West and adaptec,

I: 15 this a rare plant everywhers, or just unusual in
Lthe Midwest?

BF: It is very rare everywhere, so rare that , as | say.
it is a federally protected threatensad spacies. Pitcher's

Thistle is endemic (o the Grear Lakes, [t grows no.

where alsa in the world. And then we have a number
of what are called ‘coastal plain disjuncts.! These are
rlants that grow aleng the Eastern sezboard and they
take & jump and show up in the Midwest sometimes-
An Ldlang, Michigan, various other spots. You see
many of them In Howes Frairie, Here are a few CPIYs:
Marram Grass, Screwstem (found inwet prairie, swamp
forest), Sea Rocket lgrows on the beach), Marrow-
leaved Sundew (also a wet prairie plant]. (Ed. note:
ngre are listed in the Addenda)) .

IN: And yvou mentioned the ather day that . was it e
Smeall Forgetme-not that iz an endangered species in
Indiana? |

BP: ltis to be found on either side of the east end af
the boardwalk west of the marshal's offics: The state
_ does publish lists of plants, animals, and insects, birds,
oven land snails that are endangared in cne way ar
anather o threatened, This list is updared from time
to time. [Ec: note: @ sample is given In the Addenda.)

MD: Barbara, do you find distinctions within Dune
Acras? o the vegetation and the flara change as you
move from the East to the West End?

BP: Yes, 1o some extent. For example, we have Upland
Bonesat at the West End and on the Osann's propsrty
92 West Read) and on the Meals property adjacent to
Osann's as well as in the Mational Lakeshore to the
west, Mow, whether this was its only location ever at
all in this part of the world, 1 simply don't know. They
hewen't found it again at the State Park where a botanist
teperted in 1937 That's the praper habitat ke it And,
a5 far as [ kneow, there aren't any Yellow Lady Slippers
on the west side; thew're all arcund the Boothe house
(3 Pine Lanc) and Helen Beothe thinks the plants all
descended froom the coes in b vard. But some Yelow
Lady Slippers grow on the south side of Pine Lane,
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teo. Emily Robertson has some. oo, but they are
transplants. |

MD: You mentioned earlier thal we have desert plants
next to plants from the Arctic, Sne would think they
would necd very dilferent conditions to grow

BP: Actually, both the desert and the Arctic have in
cormmon the need o adapt to a seasonal supply of
water, One thinks of the Arctic a5 having water available
all the Lime, but it déesn't, The ground is frozen, and
what s the pocr plant to do except to develop stategies
similar ta those of the desers plant, like leaf reduction
and sormething that would stone water?

JN: "o we have other plants [fom the Arctic?

BP: Yes, they are called boreal' plants: ones that came
doam frem the narth ahead of the glacier and fourid
that they could stay. One is called Goldihreasd: s a
shimy leafed flower that one would find south of the
boardwalk in the swamp [orest, The reats are gald in
color, and the Indians used It to make a <dye, Then
there is the Club-Spur Orchid, a few of which grow
north of the boardwalk, west of the auard house as
well a5 in the swamp larest. The birches—vellow Birch
aned Paper Birch-are boreal, alsa

IN: 1 know there are birches along the old Galf Courss
Road, but there aren't many argund, are there?

BP: You would find them farther north in greater
abundance and Dune Adres is at their southern
extremijty. Bul White Fines which were once cuite
abundant. are boreal, as are Star Flowers

MD: 5o they are pushed dnw-l\'u oy glaciers, these
bareals? !

BP: Yes, It was colder, of course, when the glacier was
right behingd them, so they had good growing
canditicns. Some of them wound up, dewn in the
mountalng in Georgia, where they still are. Then they
skip to Indiana and go on up north. One interesting
characteristic af boreals here b5 that they often do ot
bloom. They reproduce themselves by putting out
underground runners for example. Apparently it's too
warm far them to bother to flower-or whatever the
reascn; the conditions are not quite right.

JM: You talked about the boreal plants. What about
the plants that have come from me\:iamh, is lhata
movement too?

BP: There are cértainly plants here that alsc bloom
in thee south, Tor example, the Partridge Berry, which
| always thought had ta be a nerthern plant because
it has evergreen leaves, But it goes all the way down
12 Flarida, and s does the Trailing Aroutus, [ don't
know which direction they spread though.




IN: 1 admire those Yellow Iris that grew down close
Lo the marshal's office.

BP: These are of European origin; and are garden
BSCHRRES, :

IM: [ think yeu told me that some people think they
probably shouldn't e here,

BP: The fear is that they and other ‘exatics’ would
displace native plants, Mamy plants hae disappeared:
there are plants in the record which no one has-seen
here in decades. For example, there was Linna=a, e
Twin Flower, last seanin the taentes. Around 192 Mr.
Richardson (Richardson Wildlife Sanctuary)
photographed expanses of it probably in the dunes,

perhaps in Cowles Bog. All the plants noted as growing

with it are still there._but where is it©? And what would
cause one plant o dizappear?

- MD: Well, now. talking about things disappearing,
when you go down thal trail frem the end of Lupine
Lane, it used (o ke that you'd come arcund a bend
and all of a sudden thers would be all these Waoad
Lilies. And I've cither missed Liu‘_"m or they are not
here any more,

BPF: e, they apparentlysvere cver-picked, but aller
the 1594 bucn, they appeared in greater abundancs
thar | mysell have seen them here, and [ saw them in
several places off Luping Lane where I'd never seen
them before. But lars of good plants are gone: far
cxarmeple, there is 2 record of Cream Gentian growing

. somewhere off Fern Lane in the fiftes o early sities,
But 1 don’t know of anyans wha has seen that Cream
Gentain in decades,

IN: Barbars, let's nurn now to what many of us would
consider our maost distinctive namiral phenomenan—
Cowles Bog. First of all, whereis it? That seems & funny
quastion since evervhady knows where it is, But
apparently it isn't the wetland we cross entering Dune
Acres, Whers is the real Cowles Bog?

BP: The marsh one sees on either side of Mineral
Springs Road contains what is called scientifically the
'Corarles Bog Wetland Complex.! To that extent we are
corract im referring to the whole area as Cowles Bog
as a shortening of the long scientific name. But the
hog itselt lies at the western end of that area of
wetlands. It can be seen if you stand by the road just
south of the guardhouse and look west across the

~marsh to the very tall White Pine; then in front of it
o cart see Northern White Cedars. That is the area
of the real Cowles Bog.

MD: Those Merthern White Cedars are significant
o, aren't they?

BP: Those are the last stand of native Morthern White
Cedars in all of Indiana: That's partly because of
drainage and partly because other stands were cut
down for Christmas trees ar pechaps for fire wood
during the depression.

IN: You commented recently that the marsh we cross
on Mineral Springs Eoad is part of a great marsh that
runs all-the way west-as far as Miller, 1 guess.

BF: ‘es, it does, ancd some people say that It goes all
the way to Michigan City: Cther make it z itthe shorter
and give it a ben mile length.

MD: [ want to askowhat is the difference bLLween a
marsh and a h:!g'?

BP: Bogs, fens. swamps, marshes are defined partly
in terms of what grows in them and partly in terms of
where they get their water. Marshes ane wetlands open
teo the sun. They are net dominated by rees or shrubs;
they get rain waler, of course, bur also water from
creeks ar springs. A bog les In a depression in the
ground: it s nol fed sxcent by rain water, not By graund
water seepage or nan off. By definitlon, it is an acidic
mineral-poor water filled depressien, much of the
surface covered by g floating mat af vegelation.” That
i from this boak | brought with me It is pot technical.
bt we will take it as the horse’s mouth, 1t is a good
baok, incldentally: | recommend it. (Ed. note: ses
Addenda for title and other information ) It also says
that there are few if any true bogs in Indiana, and that
i indesd the case with Cowles Bog. Technically. it s
nal 2 b but a fen,

MD: Well, what is the difl':e'rence between a bog and
& fen? ; ;

BP: Bogs are stagnant, and mineral peor. Fens have
& constant supply of minerakrich ground water and
pracuce a wider variety of plants. What we call Cowles
Bog is fed by an aguifer so it has a source of ground
water and is correcthy a fen, and has a varicty of planss
that are characteristic of a fen. [Ed ndte: Barbara
explains in more detall in the Addenda.)

IN: At .;Erg.r rate, Henry Cowles of the University of

Chicago studied plant succession here and developed:

the science of ecology.

BP: Yes. and his work was world famous. He was a
member of & group called the International
Fhytogeographic Excursion, This was a group of
continental Eurapsan, Eritish and American eceloglsts.
Thew first met in 1911 in the British [sles, And then it

* was Cowles turn toarranges an American Tour for them
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and he asked the scientists where they wanted o go.
They chose o go to Yellowstone, the Grand Canyon,
Yiosemite, &nd the Indizna Dunes. This was in 1913, and




thew snent & counle of August days in the Dunes. They

decided the Tog! had the characterstics of an English

fer and the succassion pattern resermbled a fendike

or ‘Misdermoar type [drawn fram their German
experlence). [Ed. note; for more on this expedition.
saa the Addenda.)

IRz [ eake it they were all ecologises, Had they learned
all this from Henry Cowles?

BP: Ma, Cowles shauld maore accutarely be known as
the father of American ecolagy, The study actually
started in Denmmark with & man called Warmning, wioss
pioneer work was published in 1895 and which was
used at the University of Chicago. It was used in 2
class taught by John fderk: Coulter, ranslated page by
page for the class sessions, and the students would
try b sec what matched Indiana. But it was Henry
Cowles whoworked out he succession in the bag and
in the dunes and whose publications formulated the
principles of coology for Americans.

IN: Soto draw this Logether, we can say that the
welland crossed by Mirseral Sarings Boad is not Cowles.
Bog but a part of the great duneland marsh; that
* Cowles Bog lies perhaps a mile to the west and is
actually a fen; that Henry Cowles founded - ecology in
Aumerica, abut not the concept of ecology itself. Dear

ere? Weell, we will ne doult continue to eall it all Cowles |

Bog and find it as fascinating as ever.

BP: Thats rlght and, 5 | said, the whale wetland is
called the 'Cowles Bog Wetland Complex!, so it is
parfectly proper o use this lenm.

ME: Tobeing this toa close, Barkara, let me ask you
what vou would like tosee or da in the dunes that
you haven't done yet?

BP: There ars recards fram early visitors that describe
places that | haven't been able o see. There were &
group of botanists. a regular crew abrest, that ot off
one Santh Share ston or ancther, and of course they
cauldn't get much further than they could walk, but
they [eft the most tantalizing records of ons king or
anather. They mention mare bogs ar so-called bogs,
and I know where two of thern were It just makes me
sick that they were drained. There is sald to be a
. privately owned bog south of 115, 20 that 1'd dearly
like to explore—also wetlands north of the Marquet e
Trail in Miller. But most of all, 1'9 like to have sean the
Dunes before any Eyropean setders arfived orhefore
timbering and draining started. At that time, Northern
Indiana has been described as a land of slow moving
streams. '] like to have seen it then. 5

MD E IN: Yes, wouldn't that have been great! Thank
- wou, Barbara,

| ¢

Addenda:

List of further Atlantic Coastal Dls|1.|:ncts:
Vellorwmpee] prass |laund in Howes Peai

A

- avall, but s eats licele three petalied lower': also along the

Calurmes bike trail 1 Kemd Road) : ;
Purple Bladderwort (feund in Litzle Lakel.

Listed Endangered Flants:
Federal Listed: Fitchar's Thistic
Saare Lisked: Specklod Alder, Marram Grass, B-:\arberr,r

B.

 Pager Hirch Marthern Bush Honesuckle, Sundows, Black-

Fruized Spike Rush, Seaside Spurge, Balm's 5E Inhnswart,
Conw Whesat, Small Fargel-meareal, Clab-Spar Crchid, Whise
Pine, lack Pine, Large-l&&vléd Skinleal, Hall's Bulrush
pruposed [or a Federal Listingl. Reticulated Nulrush, Dunes
(Snicky] Goldenred, Morthern 'r'\'h'[E Cadar, Purple

| Gladderwerl.

Recommended book:
sichasl A Homaya, Orchids of Indlana [Indiana
Academy of Schenoa, 19931

The Powell Meore boek mentioned carlier |5 The
Calprmst Regien, Indiana's Last Frontier (Indiana Histarizal
Collections, wol, XXX, Indiana Historical Bureauy, 19565

. The differesnce between a bog and a fen:

Ak s defined in the text, [t is fed nly by rain water
and Is mireralyzoor. In a fen. thenz is ground water Aowing
to tha surface and spreading in a diffuse mannar. uswally
through & muck 50l The place whers the cedars grow In
the soecalled Cowles Bog 15 a mound of peat with marl,
sand amd clay undernaath it. It has an aaquifer in it which
allcvws water to comie up io Bhe surlecs and diffiese under
the maund: then this water Rezess intex what is called & sedee
mesdow: Fens support & meane interesting flora than a bog,
Bag plants arc usually fewer in numbes, but some are very
oo, especially the camivarcus caes which make ug for the
abserce of race minerals by eating insecrs,

E. Wisit of the Internatienal Phytogeographic
Excursion to the Cowles Bog In 1913:

There ts 60 acoountof the cxpeditien by Georme Fuller,
whi was a greduate student asslstant to Henry Cowles.
‘The greup arrived ax the G2rd Strocs [Mincls Central Statlon
and spent the first day on the Universiy of Chicago campies.
Thaz nieer clary [uszsr 2, they went ta Miller. Then. on August.
3. the groug went back inoo the dunes, but this time they
penetrated further Into Indiana First thay took the Michigan
Sauthern b the nea stacion Beyend Miller Runae Park led
nobe: now site of Bethlehem Stecl] where they visited the
large tract of high moving dunes, that had ahvas bozn one
of Cowles' favarite sites. Ater lunching in the field, the
ErouE bl the South Shore farther 2ast and disembarked
at Mineral Springs station fed nete; the formear Dune Acres
CE5R stopl, where Mincral Springs crossas the northermn
sloge of the Calumet Beach Ridge. The Excursion program
wis thes first specific relerenos we hive (o this wotland.
They oioserved the steges of bog development from the
ress :m';l."n|| I|'m1ug;‘| the Slage al 'xerflphyl,ir,' Ithat is.
needing litde modsture) shrubs to the tamarack and
clirmax larest . They deseribe same af the plans they sme-
and concluded that the boa had the characteristics,
including the suceession pactern, af an English fn, The
cxpedition, in August. 1913, was the last held a5 the FJrst
Wwiarlel War brcke out in Augest 1914,




Entrarce Gale Lodas far Diune Acres
George 5. Smilk, Archilacl
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